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	HE Colonel Christian Katsande
Embassy of the Republic of Zimbabwe
Zimbabwe House
429 Strand
WC2R 0JR

	[bookmark: _GoBack]



[bookmark: bmGlobDate]17 January 2019

[bookmark: _Hlk496113617]Dear Ambassador

[bookmark: bmInsertionPoint]Stop the violent repression of worker protests
I write on behalf of the Trades Union Congress (TUC) representing over 5.5 million workers in the UK to denounce the violent repression of workers in Zimbabwe who have been peacefully protesting over a three-day period against escalating living costs, including a unilaterally imposed hike in fuel prices by the government in Zimbabwe. 

We are shocked to hear reports that police have opened fire on working people, using live ammunition, killing at least two protesters. There are widespread reports of protesters who have sustained gunshot wounds while taking part in the ongoing nationwide protests.  

The government violence is the latest in a series of attacks on workers’ rights in Zimbabwe and we deplore and strongly condemn the excessive use of violence and harassment against trade union members and officials who choose to peacefully protest and make legitimate demands.

The call to action, which was organised by the Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) began on Monday and is supported by a broad alliance of civil society organisations, reflecting the generalised discontent with government policies that are driving workers and their families into poverty.

The government of Zimbabwe is obliged to ensure that workers can exercise their right to freedom of association in a climate that is free from violence, pressure or threats of any kind against their leaders and members. In targeting ZCTU members for violence and oppression, the government has not only breached article 59 of its Constitution but also the provisions of ILO Convention No 87 on Freedom of Association that it is bound by.



We urgently ask you to call on your government to immediately stop the excessive violence; end the economic crisis and hardships; reverse the fuel price increase and pay workers in US Dollars so that workers don’t pay the price for the weakness of Zimbabwe’s currency.

We ask to be kept informed of the action taken to meet our requests in response to our letter.

Yours sincerely

FRANCES O'GRADY

General Secretary

Frances O’Grady General Secretary   Paul Nowak Deputy General Secretary
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