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Northern region makes 999 call for NHS
This Saturday, 16th August, marks the start of the ‘People’s March for the NHS’ -a 300 mile march from Jarrow to Parliament Square in London. The march will be launched with a rally at Jarrow Town Hall car park at 10am.  
The marchers will follow the original route undertaken by the 1936 Jarrow marchers, in a bid to raise awareness around the growing privatisation of NHS care, the impact of cuts on the health service and to call for the return of responsibility for delivering NHS services to the Secretary of State for Health.

Speakers lending their support to the campaign and addressing the 300 supporters at the rally include:

· Stephen Hepburn, Member of Parliament for Jarrow

· Beth Farhat, Northern TUC Regional Secretary

· Rehana Azam, GMB National Officer for Health and co-founder of the People's March for the NHS 
· Clare Williams, Chair of the Northern Public  Services Alliance  and Unison Regional Convenor

· Lizi Gray, great granddaughter of one of the original Jarrow marchers and NHS worker

· Joanna Adams founder of the 999 Call for NHS campaign
The 50-strong core group of marchers will depart, after the rally, on the first leg of their journey which will take them through 23 different towns and cities over three weeks. They will be joined by more than 3000 supporters along the route; 300 of these supporters will be doing the Jarrow to Chester-le-Street leg. 

The 999 Call for the NHS campaign was created by a number of North East women known as ‘the Darlo mums’ in response the government passing 3 pieces of legislation which have led to increasing privatisation of the NHS. 
Beth Farhat, Regional Secretary of the Northern TUC, and marching the first leg of the route said: 

“It’s really motivating to see that this march has been organised by such passionate and inspirational volunteers from our region and I am extremely proud to be able to be a part of it.  The future of the NHS is in serious jeopardy as the current government continue to hive off, close and privatise vital NHS services.
“The NHS was built to care, not to provide profits for big business. We all have a vested interest in the survival of the NHS as a public entity and I hope as many people as possible lend their support to such a necessary campaign to take the NHS out of critical condition and back to full health.”

Rehana Azam, GMB national Officer and joint organiser of the People’s March said: 

“We are outraged at the assault by government on our most prized possession, the NHS.  Support for the NHS is growing day by day. In just over 4 months, 3000 people have registered to join the People’s March and we are seeing this number increase every day.  

“We aim to collect local NHS stories from all over the country on our journey to London and we will present the concerns of the general public to MPs and serve notice to every politician who has voted to dismantle our NHS.  We’re not going to let them forget what they have done.”
NOTES TO EDITORS: 
The marchers will spend four days marching throughout the North East departing at 10am.

· 16/8 Jarrow to Chester-le-Street 

· 17/8 Chester-le-Street to Ferryhill 

· 18/8 Ferryhill to Darlington – followed by rally in Darlington Town Centre
· 19/8 Darlington to Northallerton

Members of the public and supporters can find out more about the campaign and register to march a leg at www.999callfornhs.org.uk 

The ‘Darlo mums’ behind the campaign are a diverse group of women from Darlington and have a range of jobs including 3 working in the local EE call centre, a union officer, a councillor, a cafe owner, a teacher, a student enrolled on a nursing course, a graphic designer and a beauty therapist.
Contacts:

Media enquiries: 
For further comment or information about the march and the 999 Call for the NHS campaign contact 07961289620/ 07841181656 or 07816047688. The campaign also tweets at @999CallforNHS

For further comment or information about the rally in Jarrow: 

Beth Farhat, Northern TUC Regional Secretary T: 0191 232 3175 M: 07747 636408
Neil Foster, Northern TUC Policy & Campaigns Officer   M: 07786717972 E: nfoster@tuc.org.uk 
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