
ASLEF
Political Adviser 
Salary: £77,588.06 and London Weighting £3,916.20 per annum

The Political Adviser reports to the Head of Policy and Communications and is responsible for providing political advice, briefings, research and support to advance ASLEF’s industrial and political priorities.

Job description
Key responsibilities
· Brief the General Secretary, Head of Policy and Communications, Executive Committee and senior officers on relevant political, parliamentary and policy developments affecting ASLEF.
· Maintain a strong understanding of ASLEF’s national and regional industrial agenda and its relationship to wider political and transport policy developments.
· Prepare briefing papers, campaign reports, speeches, motions, amendments, policy statements and written materials for internal and external audiences.
· Support ASLEF campaigns by producing political analysis and research materials.
Parliamentary and political work
· Administer the Executive Committee’s monthly political agenda, including parliamentary diary updates, proposed questions and debates, sponsored parliamentary activity, and financial appeals or requests for support.
· Administer the ASLEF Parliamentary Group by arranging meetings, circulating details, booking rooms and ensuring agreed actions are progressed or referred appropriately.
· Liaise with MPs and parliamentary contacts to support Early Day Motions, Adjournment Debates, Parliamentary Questions and other activity aligned with ASLEF priorities.
· Undertake political lobbying and help organise rallies, parliamentary receptions and other ad hoc ASLEF events.
Conferences, events and external relationships
· Organise ASLEF delegations to Labour Party Conference and regional Labour Party conferences including the delegation schedules, fringe meetings and conference stalls. 
· Attend relevant meetings and conferences of partner organisations where they fall within the post’s remit.
· Work with Labour Party affiliated unions through TULO to promote ASLEF policy and contribute to trade union consensus positions on Labour Party matters.
· Build effective working relationships with trade union political officers, Labour Party staff, relevant advisers and external stakeholders.
· Support and promote ASLEF members standing as candidates in local and national elections.
Other duties
· Take part in team meetings, share knowledge and contribute to a collaborative working environment.
· Respond to correspondence and telephone enquiries from ASLEF representatives and external organisations within appropriate timescales.
· Organise workload effectively, prioritising instructions from the General Secretary and work required by ASLEF.
· Develop projects requested by the General Secretary and undertake any other duties commensurate with the role.
Person specification
Essential criteria
· Strong understanding of the Labour Party, trade union movement, UK politics and parliamentary processes 
· Excellent written and verbal communication skills, with the ability to produce clear briefings, reports, speeches, policy materials and campaign content.
· Ability to analyse political and policy developments and explain their relevance to ASLEF’s priorities.
· Well-organised, proactive and able to manage competing priorities with minimal supervision.
· Commitment to ASLEF’s values, objectives and role within the wider labour and trade union movement.
Desirable criteria
· Experience in a trade union, political, parliamentary, public affairs, campaigning or policy role.
· Awareness of rail and transport policy 
· Experience organising conferences, delegations, political meetings, receptions, rallies or campaign events.
· Knowledge of Labour Party Conference, TUC Congress, regional Labour Party structures and TULO arrangements.
· Relevant networks with MPs, parliamentary staff, trade union political officers, Labour Party officials or external stakeholders.


ASLEF strives to be an equal opportunities employer. Applications from people with disabilities, and persons from minority groups are encouraged. 

This is a full time position (34h week) at ASLEF head office in London.  

Closing date for applications: 14:00 on the 6 November 2026
Interviews: Thursday 19 November 2026
Expected start date: February 2027
14/10/26
