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Proceedings Day Four

Wednesday, 11th September 2024

Congress commenced at 9.30 a.m.

The President:   Delegates, I call Congress to order.  Some delegation meetings are still taking place on some important matters, so I will delay the start of Congress by a few minutes to make sure that delegations have the chance to come into the hall.  Thank you very much for your attention. (Pause)

Good morning, Congress.  This is your last morning.  I want to thank Coda, who have been playing for us this morning.   (Applause)   We will now see another short film to celebrate union wins this year.  This is your last chance to make some noise for your campaigns and the campaigns of your activists.   Please feel free to make some noise.  
Congress, I remind you of our Statement of Conduct which was circulated to all delegates as part of the registration process and is now on the screen.  

I now call upon Linda McCulloch, the Chair of the General Purposes Committee, to report to us on progress of business and other Congress arrangements.  Good morning, Linda. 

Linda McCulloch  (Chair, General Purposes Committee):  Good morning, Congress.  
Congress, I am pleased to report the agreement of another composite motion.  Composite motion 18 – Climate emergency: the next steps – is comprised of motions 17 and 18.  The composite will be moved by UNISON and seconded by PCS.  The GPC thanks the unions included in the composite for their cooperation.  Thank you, Congress.  (Applause)  
The President:  Thank you, Linda.  I now formally invite you to receive the GPC report.  Is that agreed?   (Agreed)  
As I explained yesterday, I want to take the international debate when our international guests are in the room.  So this morning, I intend to start with motion 78 in the name of the TUC Trades Councils Conference.  I will then take Composite 8: National food strategy, followed by Motion 33: Universal credit; then Motion 34: A fair personal independence payment in the name of the TUC Disabled Workers Conference.  I will then take Composite 17: Palestine, and Composite 18:Climate emergency: the next steps.  

Delegates, we start then we Section 5 of the General Council Report: Working together as a TUC.  I call paragraphs 5.1 to 5.8 and 5.15 to 5.20, and Motion 78: Trades Councils Conference venue.  The General Council supports the motion, and I ask Kevin Alsop, to move the motion.  Welcome, Kevin. 

Trades Councils Conference venue  
Kevin Alsop (Trades Council Delegate) moved Motion 78. 

He said:  Congress and President, I am a Unite member but I am here today to move the Trades Councils motion.   I want to thank, first of all, Congress, for the sororal welcome that I received.  Many branches here will be affiliated to trades councils and many of you, indeed, will be trades council delegates.  Trades councils have a rich and full history in the trade union movement.  For those of you who are unaware of what we do, on a general basis, we work within local TUC regions trying to help the TUC achieve its objectives.  Locally, we meet with local trade unions.  We bring together trade union branches but, more importantly, we form that link between the trade union movement and the community.  Very often the community comes to us with their own desires and needs.  They want to protect their parks and protect their libraries, but more recently and more importantly, I think, they want to resist the far right from marching down our streets.  The trades councils play a full part with that, hoping that we enable those communities to act for themselves. 

However, trades councils do a lot more than that.  Of the many examples we see, I recognise some of the comrades from the trades councils who are actually on those pickets.  I see many people from the trades councils on the picket lines.   

But now to the crux of the motion.  Our annual motion traditionally moves around the regions of the TUC.  Unfortunately, the decision was made to hold it always in London.  This brings about a range of problems for us.  We have, virtually, no funds to start off with.   We rely on our affiliation fees from trades councils.  We are quite clear that we should be able to use that money to engage with the community and also to support trade unionists who may be taking industrial action and suffering hardship.  We really can’t justify spending such a high amount of our affiliation fees on going to London every year.  As a result of that, our Conference this year was markedly small as trades councils, including my own, made the decision that we just couldn’t afford to send a delegate there.  But it runs deeper than that.  

If you are a carer and you need to be away longer than two days – carers are typically our women comrades – it could quite possibly mean if the Conference does not move around the UK that our sisters don’t get the opportunity to attend it.  That will make us all the poorer for it.  We don’t doubt that that decision was taken with good intentions.  But, as we move forward, the TUC might find another problem that if they dispose of Congress House, as they are proposing to, the decision to always hold our Conference in London might actually end up costing them a good deal more.

So the Trades Councils Conference is asking the TUC to re-think its decision and move back to a regional-based conference process.  Thank you. 

The President:  That is seconded by the POA. I believe it is to be formally seconded.  (Formally seconded) I will move to the vote on Motion 78.  The General Council supports the motion.  Will all those in favour, please show?  Will all those against, please show?  That is carried. 

Motion 78 was CARRIED.

The President:  Delegates, we now continue with Section 1 of the General Council Report: Protecting the right to strike and winning the New Deal.  I call paragraph 2.6 and Composite 8: National food strategy.  The General Council supports the composite, to be moved by BDA, seconded by EIS and supported by CSP and FBU.  I will then try to take additional speakers.  I call the BDA.

National food strategy

Annette Mansell-Green (British Dietetic Association) moved Composite motion 8.  

She said:  Thank you, President.  Composite motion 8 calls for a National food strategy.    In 2022-2023 7.2 million households in the UK were food insecure.  Currently, 30 per cent of children in England – that’s 4.3 million – are living in food poverty.  Recent surveys conducted for the NEU revealed that 52 per cent of struggling parents in England are cutting back on their food bills due to rising costs.   I can say that 37 per cent of children in England know of someone at school who doesn’t have enough to eat.  That is a national scandal.  

Globally we produce one-and-a-half times more than enough food to feed every man, woman and child on the planet.  People go hungry because they are poor and they don’t have enough money to buy the food that is produced.   There is no scarcity of food.  In reality, the scarcity narrative was produced by corporate food regimes to serve their interests through capitalism.  Food is transported from a necessity to a commodity, solely for profiting from its high demand, and any detrimental health results appear to be collateral damage in favour of corporate greed.  
The previous government had a real opportunity to address the crisis in food poverty in the UK when they failed to recommendations in the report that they commissioned by Henry Dimbleby and turning them into a meaningless food strategy.   They produced a weak statement of intent which ended up gathering dust.  The report wasn’t perfect but it was a good start.  It had ambition and would have set a direction of travel that would have made a significant difference to the health of the nation, in particular children.  

So the BDA is clear.  There is no quick fix here but there are actions that can be taken now to make a start on improving access to healthy nutritious food that is affordable and is sustainably produced.  

Since 1976 the UK Government has been required under the International Covenant of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, to secure the right to adequate food for everybody in the UK.  The previous government failed miserably to do that but we now have an opportunity with the new Government to make that happen with the Right to Food Bill.   If that is enshrined in law, that gives us a rights-based approach which will improve the implementation a comprehensive UK food strategy, and this approach considers both the social and environmental implications of the food system.  This will improve the health of the population and the planet for now and in the future.    
The BDA is also working alongside a wider coalition led by the NEU on calling for universal free school meals as part of our strategy.   We want to extend free school meals to all primary pupils, which would significantly improve their diet, nutrition and educational outcome.    I want to be clear that evidence shows that universal free school meals, as with any other universal benefit, will increase the uptake of school meals and reduce stigma as well as easing financial pressure on families.  The benefits of this policy outweigh the cost as demonstrated by successful examples in London.  The economic analysis projects over £41 billion in benefits as against under £24 billion in costs over 20 years in England.  No child should fall through the net and all children should have at least one hot and nutritious meal every day, so this demand should be without question.  
What we are asking for is simply the right thing to do with people on the planet, so the Government must take the lead and provide a statutory right to accessible, affordable and nutritious food, universal school meals for all primary and secondary school children as well as young people, with evidence-based agricultural and food production policies to ensure a nature positive and affordable food.   
There is an urgent need to escape the profit-driven junk-food cycle, to reduce diet-related inequalities and create a long-term shift in our food culture.  All of this, of course, will help to alleviate pressure on our NHS and contribute to the overall health of the economy.   We can contribute significantly to that.    

We are also calling for the establishment of a Ministry of Food and Health to work across departments, in particular the DHSC and Defra.  This would be a real step in the right direction.  I urge you to support the composite.  We cannot allow our children to go hungry any longer.  Thank you.  (Applause)  

The President:  Thank you.  I call EIS to second. 

Christina Fleming (Educational Institute of Scotland) seconded the composite.

She said:  Congress, I am proud to second this really important composite.  I am going to concentrate on the free school meals aspect of this motion, and we at the EIS understand the educational benefits that free school meals bring to our children and young people.  We are about to publish updated anti-poverty advice for our members.  

We welcome the extension of free school meals to our primary four and five children.  This follows the SNP’s 202 manifesto pledge of free school breakfasts and lunches for all primary children all year in state-funded schools by 2026.    There was no mention of free schools meals in last week’s programme for government, despite some of our local authorities being ready to deliver for their primary aged pupils.  
One of our local authorities, through cross-party political choice, became the first in Scotland to deliver free school meals to all primary-aged children from August 2023.  There is still more to be done.  Hunger doesn’t stop when primary 7s move to High School.  Families don’t suddenly become able to pay because their children turn 12.  This motion sets out the health benefits of access to healthy and nutritious food.  Our Standing Up To Poverty leaflet is clear on the impact if that is not available to children and young people.  

In 2022 The Herald reported that thousands of our children were being treated for malnutrition.  In 2023 we have a growing presence of rickets, a throw back to Dickensian Britain.    Physicality is also impacted.  Professor Tim Coleman, an expert in child growth rates, said: “Austerity has lowered the height of children in the UK”   In the short and longer term hunger, under nourishment and the stress and trauma of food insecurity erodes physical, emotional and mental health.   These conditions undermine a young person’s ability to learn and so to benefit from what their school can offer.   

We in the EIS are not alone in Scotland in the call for universal free school meals.  We fully supported the STUC’s  Food for Thought campaign and would recommend the Scottish Parliament’s report: The Right to Food.   This report shows that our children and young people get it about universal free school meals, so why don’t our politicians?    In 2024 why are we still fighting for our children to be fed?  Please support this motion.  Thank you.  (Applause)  
The President:  Thank you.  I call the CSP.

Maria Cass (Chartered Society of Physiotherapy)  spoke in support of Composite 8.

She said: Congress, this is my first time at the TUC and first time speaking.  (Applause)  I am speaking in support of this composite and specifically to the CSP amendment.  I am a pain specialist physiotherapist and I live and work in Birmingham, which includes some of the most deprived areas in the UK.   My patients experience multiple health, welfare and education inequalities.  These communities have been poorly served by successive governments.  They are ethnically diverse and many do not speak or read English and are often illiterate in any language.  They have experienced racism, Islamophobia, exclusion and neglect.  Many voted to reflect that in the election.   
Often my patients arrive in my clinic when they have experienced years of chronic pain and start their work to better manage at a huge disadvantage, poorly resourced, poorly educated and poorly fed.   Poorly fed!  Food poverty in the UK, one of the richest countries in the world in the 21st century.  Food is one of the most basic building blocks of life.  It is disconcerting that this strategy is such an important requirement today.    

With the right to food enshrined in UK law, we have a framework for tackling food poverty through upstream policy actions requiring Government departments to create the economic, social and environmental conditions that would allow communities to sustain themselves in a healthy manner.   Obesity, vitamin deficiencies and their health consequences cannot be blamed on the patients.  Patients need knowledge and empowering, not blaming, and a national strategy takes us in the right direction.   

CSP members treat and rehab patients the best they can but our care can only go so far when it is under-resourced and the core principles of public health are ignored.  Our care can only go so far when planning departments create landscapes hostile to active travel and budgets for preventative health messaging and interventions are slashed.    A focus on the wider social determinants of health needs to be a priority for all government functions and services.  Food is political.  It starts here, but we can see this around the globe.    In 2023 the International Red Cross produced a report entitled Food Security in Times of Conflict highlighting the weaponisation of food and its role in genocide as we are witnessing today in Sudan and Palestine.  A national food policy is a platform for food justice locally and globally.    Support the principle of public health in all policies and start by supporting this motion for a right to food.  Thank you.  (Applause)  
The President:  I call next the FBU.

Ian  Murray (Fire Brigades Union) spoke in favour of the composite.

He said: President and Congress, I stood on this platform last year and said there is no clearer sign of injustice – this is one of the richest economies in the world – than children living in poverty, with kids going to bed hungry and then getting up and going to school to learn on an empty stomach.  That, Congress, is a national disgrace.  
The motion talks about the proposed White Paper including universal free school meals.  The FBU tried to move an amendment at the Labour Party’s National Policy Forum last year to include that in their manifesto for this year.  It didn’t get supported.  We were told that it’s unaffordable.  It’s not unaffordable.  It’s choice, it’s a political choice and it’s a choice that should and can be made.   
This is the Labour Party’s time.  They are in government.  They talked the talk in Opposition but now it’s time to walk the walk in Government.  We heard from Keir Starmer yesterday saying that the Tories have left the country in a dire state.  That may be the case but, surely, there is nothing more important than in making sure that our kids are fed, that the poorest and most vulnerable in society have got a meal.  

Congress, we also need to acknowledge the work done by those in our nutrition and diet sector.   The BDA and other unions work so hard to improve people’s health, especially those living in poverty.  Food inequality is health inequality.  It’s a killer and it needs to be ended and ended fast.   

The size of the workforce in the sector is far too small and massively underpaid.  The current longer-term plan for a 14 per cent in the number of dieticians in the NHS and our communities needs to be amended to a short-term plan with a minimum increase of 25 per cent.    

The voluntary sector makes a valuable contribution, but people’s health should not be dependent on the work of volunteers.  You do a fantastic job and it should not be dependent on them.    The BDA and others unions are right to press for a workforce strategy.   The people of this country need and deserve good nutrition.  They deserve access to affordable food and they deserve to enjoy good food health from the cradle to the grave.  We just need the political will from a government to make it happen.  
Congress, I want you to give a massive round of applause for the thousands of people, including trading union members, who donate to food banks and the thousands of volunteers who work in the food banks and the campaigners in Westminster who are fighting for the right to food to become enshrined in UK law.  The BDA  and all those in the food sector who are fighting to ensure that the basic right to food is exactly what it says on the tin: a basic right!    Congress, those people are, literally, stopping people from starving to death.  They are the ones who deserve our thanks and our applause.  Support the motion.  Thank you.  (Applause) 

The President:  I call the NEU.

Paige Horsford (National Education Union) spoke in support of the composite. 

She said: Congress, how many of us had a beautiful breakfast in a hotel restaurant this morning?  I know that mine was absolutely delightful, but I also know that for many children in my school this morning that wasn’t the case.   I know that at break times and lunch times children come to me because they know I have a snack cupboard and they say, “Oh, Miss Horsford, she’ll have something to eat”.   I end up taking children for walks when they are in their sanctions, and I say, “Have you eaten today?”, and they say “No, Miss”.    Hungry children can’t learn, hungry children can’t socialise and hungry children cannot do the things that mean they will become functioning adults in society.    
What Marcus Rashford started during the Covid pandemic a couple of years ago is not finished.  We will not be finished until every primary school child has a free meal, lifted out of poverty and aren’t ashamed to do so.   You shouldn’t be ashamed to go and eat dinner at school.  (Applause)  
At our NEU Conference in April the blue school meals bus was parked outside.  It was an excellent bus and they have been sending out kits for No Child Left Behind.   I am a member of that.  I’ve been talking about the blue school bus coming to our school, and it is going to end up at the Labour Party Conference on 24th September.  It left the Health & Social Care Department yesterday.  Hungry children are scared children, scared children become anxious young people and anxious people lean towards far-right ideologies and lean with the people who say to you, “We’re going to help you”.  If our children aren’t hungry and scared there is no need for them to fall into those traps.  Please make sure that you vote for this motion.  Thank you.  (Applause) 

The President:  Thank you.  I call the Bakers, Food and Allied Workers Union. 

Sarah Woolley (BFAWU) spoke in support of the motion.

She said:  President and Congress, I am the General Secretary of the Bakers, Food and Allied Workers Union absolutely supporting this motion.  

In 2024, in one of the wealthiest countries in the world, it is nothing short of a travesty that food workers, the very people who ensure our food supplies, are struggling to access the basic necessities of life.   It is incomprehensible that those who grow, package and serve our meals are themselves unable to afford nutritious meals for their families, and we know that our members are not alone in facing this situation.  

The fact that food insecurity still plagues our nation is a damning indictment of a society that has been subjected to more than a decade of austerity.   Food poverty is not just about hunger.  It’s about health, dignity and equality.  When individuals, particularly those in the food industry, cannot afford to put healthy meals on their tables, the repercussions ripple through every aspect of their lives.  It leads to inadequate nutrition, which fuels a host of diet-related diseases, such as obesity, diabetes and heart conditions.  These, in turn, place an enormous strain on our NHS, worsening health inequalities and trapping people in a vicious cycle of poverty and poor health.   
We have to understand that food insecurity is not just a personal crisis but it is a national crisis and, therefore, it demands a national response, which is why we have been involved in creating the Food and Work Network, which has been doing some fantastic work over the last 18 months and the intention is to build on that going forwards.  

The inclusion of a right to food in UK law is not merely a symbolic gesture but it is a fundamental step towards ensuring that no one in this country goes hungry.   A statutory right to food will provide a powerful framework in holding the Government accountable and for making food security a reality for everyone.   

It is disappointing that the Henry Dimbleby plan for a national food strategy was not fully realised by the last government.  Whilst it was not, unsurprisingly, as radical as we would have liked as a union, the proposed measures, such as escaping the junk food cycle, reducing diet-related inequality and making the best use of our land and creating a long-term shift in our food culture would be very much welcomed by us.  These things are not luxuries but they are necessities, lifelines for millions of people who are teetering on the edge of food insecurity.  We must demand the implementation of these measures through a comprehensive Food Strategy White Paper.  It is not just about agriculture and food production.  It is about ensuring that the food on everybody’s plate is affordable, healthy and produced in a way that is positive for nature and sustainable for future generations.  We also need universal free school meals for all children because no child in this country should be hungry whilst trying to learn.  We cannot allow food workers or anyone else in this country, for that matter, to be going hungry in 2024.  We have got to campaign for a comprehensive food strategy grounded in evidence that the food aware network has been collating to ensure that food poverty becomes a thing of the past.  Please support this motion.  (Applause)  
The President:  Thank you, Sarah.  I now move to the vote on Composite 8. Will all those in favour, please show?  Will all those against, please show?  That carries.

Composite motion 8 was CARRIED.

The President:  Congress, we now come to section 2: Building a fairer economy.  I now call Motion 33: Universal credit.  The General Council supports the motion, to be moved by Usdaw and seconded by PCS.  
Universal Credit

Paddy Lillis (Usdaw) moved Motion 33.

He said:  Colleagues, the impact that the cost-of-living crisis has had on families in recent years has been devastating.  The cost of basics like food, home fuels and transport has risen, stress for making ends meet his risen and real-time poverty has also risen.    Trade union members in their hundreds of thousands have been affected and, as trade unionists, day after day, month after month and year after year we have been fighting for higher wages and better terms and conditions at work to improve the living standards of working people , but despite this the rising cost of living has outstripped wages.  Now almost everyone is feeling the financial pinch.  For some the pressures are even more significant.  

Many working parents, particularly single parents, and people living with illness and disabilities, have felt the effects of the cost-of-living crisis even more acutely.  It is absolutely right that the very least a civil society should do is to ensure that people are supported when they need it, that children and families, older people and those who are ill, the disabled and those who are unable to work for whatever reason, can live in dignity.    

Labour has also backed a system of welfare and social security as a safety net for those who need it but, Congress, the welfare state which under the last Labour government it did so much to bolster, has been ripped apart over the past 14 years.   Whilst we have seen many working people and their families become so desperate, the Tory government didn’t just sit back and let it happen, they didn’t just fail to support those who needed it but they actively crushed the UK economy making an already desperate situation even worse.     

It is a disgraceful legacy left by the Tories that in 2024 so many working families are living in poverty.  Usdaw members, like Stacey, have told us that the constant worrying about money, how she is going to get by each and having enough food to eat, is making her mentally and physically ill.   Like Kelly who has had to stop buying food for her children because she can’t afford it, and like Brian who told us that money worries have significantly affected his members’ health.  There are many, many thousands like them.  These hardworking people desperately need a break.  

Congress, this is such an important moment for all of us in the labour Movement.  We have finally achieved that Labour Government that we have all worked so hard for.  There is light at the end of the tunnel for so many people and none more so than those struggling on the breadline every single month.   We now have a duty to make sure that those people and families do not have to keep on struggling.  Usdaw is calling on the Labour Government to take the action of supporting people like Stacey, Kerry and Brian.   The Government has already launched a review to develop an ambitious child poverty strategy because, as Keir Starmer said when he launched that review, no child should be hungry, cold or have its future held back.  

It is encouraging to see that the Government is making this a priority, and social security reform must be a key part of that strategy.  That is why we want a task force specifically focused on Universal Credit, not just to make small tweaks around the edges but to make real and lasting changes as soon as possible.  Make no mistake, this is not going to be an easy task.  The Tories have left us with such a huge mountain to climb, an economy in tatters, families in crisis and children with empty bellies.  That’s the shameful state of the country that this Government has left us with.  But now we can deliver the change that is so desperately needed.  This must be a priority for the TUC, for the Government and for everyone of us here today.   Congress, please support the motion. (Applause) 
The President:  I call PCS to second.  I am going to take Equity, Unite and CWU as additional speakers in this debate.  PCS.

Bev Laidlaw (Public and Commercial Services Union) seconded Motion 33.

She said:  Congress, I am the PCS deputy president, seconded Motion 33 on Universal Credit and our amendment.  PCS represents tens of thousands of members working in the DWP who actually administer Universal Credit.  Thousands of those member, though, working in DWP, also have to claim Universal Credit to top up their low pay, and that is a disgrace.  

However, our members do know how the system works and they also know how it doesn’t work.  What we do know is that more conditionality and punitive sanctions do not work.   What we do know is that it doesn’t create one single job.  It does nothing to boost morale and the skills of our workers.    So when we surveyed our DWP members a few years ago, one Jobcentre worker told us, “I came into this job to help people, not trip them up”.   Congress, we need a welfare system that supports people and gives them security, and that isn’t the system we have today.  

In July Labour proposed to cut the winter fuel payments to over 10 million pensioners.  Labour says the cut will save £1.4 billion, which is only about 0.1% of Government expenditure.   Last year the average pay of a CEO in Britain’s biggest companies increased by 19% to around £5 million a year.   The 10 richest people on the Sunday Times Rich List have increased their wealth 50% in the last five years.  When everyone else has seen their real terms cut and their household incomes, others saw their incomes soar.   

Congress, Labour has no mandate to cut winter fuel payments.  It was not in their manifesto.  I am really proud of our Parliamentary Group Chair, John McDonnell, who voted against those cuts yesterday.  (Applause)  But I am also ashamed to belong to a Labour Party where so many voted yesterday to push so many more pensioners further into poverty.   
Congress, PCS supports universal winter fuel payments and believes that the Government should be increasing taxes as well on the richest and the corporations, not taking benefits away from hard-pressed pensioners, especially as energy bills shoot up this winter.  Keeping Universal Credit at poverty levels is a political choice.  Cutting the winter fuel payments for pensioners is a political choice, and leaving children in poverty is a political choice.   Let’s all be clear today.  These are the wrong political choices.  (Applause)  So let’s tax the rich, tax wealth, lift children out of poverty and allow pensioners to heat their homes and build a social security system that provides a decent standard of living for all.  Please support motion 33 and our amendment.  (Applause)

The President:  I call Equity. 

David John (Equity) spoke in support of Motion 33.

He said:  Congress, I am the honorary treasurer of Equity and supporting the motion.   Universal Credit and the minimum income floor, in particular, are not fit for purpose for self-employed workers in the creative industries. Our General Secretary already spoke here on Monday about the phenomenal success of our industry, having guaranteed growth, something our new Government aspires to.   Every pound invested in our industry brings back £4 to £8 to the economy.  However, for us, the workers, we don’t get fair support from Universal Credit in the inevitable periods between jobs.   Our industry needs us, the workers, to be available, often at very short notice, and the minimum income floor punishes us for keeping ourselves available for work.  This was shown comprehensively in a report from Warwick University that we commissioned back in 2023 called Not Here To Help.   As well as this report, our own case work also shows us that nearly half of our members who have been subject to the minimum income floor are considering leaving or have already left the industry.   Disabled workers moving to Universal Credit from Working Tax Credit are signed off work.  The minimum income floor means that these disabled workers are being pushed to the Work Capability Assessment, which is regressive.  
Also those without independent means, not having the bank of mum and dad behind them, are less able to continue in the industry which inevitably leads to reduced class diversity and disability diversity.  Who do we want to see on our stages and screens and what stories do we want to hear?   It also throws people into poverty.  It’s harsher than the highest level sanction because it also reduces payments for rent  and children, not just the personal standard allowance.    
As the author of the report, Dr. Heidi Ashton says, and I quote: “There are well documented inequalities in this sector, particular in relation to socio-economic status”.  The current social security system is forcing those who are most financially vulnerable out of the sector, restricting access to these careers.  

Congress, Equity is calling for the minimum income floor to be abolished to keep working-class creatives in our industry and for Universal Credit to be reformed with meaningful consultation with Equity.  Please support this motion.  (Applause)  

The President:   Thank you.  I call Unite.

Jane Aitchison (Unite) spoke in support of motion 33.

She said:  Congress, I have worked in the benefits field for over 30 years, and take it from me that Universal Credit is malicious and cruel.  It is complicated, mean and off-putting.   It is heartbreaking to watch people trying to navigate this hostile process.   6.4 million people depend on Universal Credit to get by, yet 8.1 million working aged Brits are living in poverty.  This shows that not everyone who should get Universal Credit is claiming it but that, even when you are claiming it, you aren’t lifted out of poverty but you’re trapped in it.  

Then there are the sanctions which keep those on Universal Credit permanently fearful, such as the cruelty of stopping Universal Credit if you are late for an appointment or if you are deemed not to have worked hard enough looking for extra work.  Universal Credit is the opposite of social security.  It is social misery.  But what do you expect, sisters and brothers?  This benefit was the brainchild of Iain Duncan Smith.  He thinks that the people who we represent, who are forced to claim Universal Credit – nurses, shopworkers, catering staff and many, many more – are all just scroungers, when we know that they work their fingers to the bone and deserve much better.  
Congress, with the election of a Labour Government, we should be able to expect better.  There are so many positive changes to the benefits system which this Government could make.   So why would a Labour Government start with picking the pockets of pensioners by removing the Winter Fuel Allowance?  (Applause)  The danger is, from the reports that we have read, that pushing pensioners into poverty is a start of the attacks not just on pensioners but on universal benefits.  Make no mistake, the universal benefits that we have all fought for include our NHS and they include our pensions.  Congress, stand with pensioners and stand with those forced to rely on our welfare system and defend the principle of universal benefits.  Support the motion.  (Applause)  

The President:  Thank you.  I call CWU.  

Lee Starr Elliott (Communication Workers Union) spoke in favour of Motion 33.

He said:  Congress, this is the first time I have been here.  (Applause)  We all know that Universal Credit is unfair.  It is a minefield and a barrier to anyone but even more so to disabled people.  The policies implemented by the Universal Credit system are so poorly implemented that they don’t take into account their impact or the needs of a benefit system, such as the policy of workplace capability, which many small to medium companies who are looking to employ further staff cannot afford to do so.   This is due to backlogs in the access to work claims, which results in disabled people being left in limbo or potentially sanctioned.  Further evidence of the poor implementation of the workplace capability policy means that those who are in employment and claiming Universal Credit will be sanctioned for taking their legal annual leave as Universal Credit claimants must perform up to 35 hours of work-related activities during their time off, putting the policy at loggerheads with employment law and human rights law.  
For many disabled people the poor handling of Universal Credit under the previous government have led to disruptive sanctions without any recourse to adjustments to the claimant for disability or their circumstances, which have sadly led to the deaths of many disabled claimants.  This all could have been avoided with a properly funded DWP, a proper reform of the benefits system and a government willing to listen.  We know this because the previous government was called out by the United Nations’ Special Rapporteur for the grave systematic violations against disabled people of which benefits played a major role.  

We now have a Labour Government which means that they need to wake up, listen and work with the experts with various trade unions and disability groups to fix things and not continue down the path that the Tories have broken.    This includes abolishing their plan to cut the Winter Fuel Allowance in the October Budget.  This will push approximately 1.6 million pensioners below the poverty line, where 40% to 50% of those are disabled.  This is compared to our energy companies pocketing £65 billion a year.

We at the CWU believe that Labour needs to stop, re-think and have adult conversations with the trade union Movement who are experts in benefits, instead of reactionary policies that historically and financially do not work.  We support this motion.  (Applause)  

The President:  I thank those delegates for their contributions.  I now move to the vote on Motion 33.  All those in favour, please show?  Will all those against, please show?  That is carried. 

Motion 33 was CARRIED.

The President:  I now call paragraph 5.12 and I call Motion 34: A fair personal independence payment.  The General Council supports the motion.  I call on Unite to move the motion on behalf of the TUC Disabled Workers Conference, to be seconded by the NEU and there are various other additional speakers.  I will take Unite, please. 

Martin Gwyther (Unite) moved Motion 34. 

He said: Congress, I am moving this motion for the TUC Disabled Workers Conference.  This motion is about bringing an end to the hostile environment that the last government built against disabled people.  It is time to end the humiliating and dehumanising process of getting help.    It is time to support people into work, not to make the lives of disabled people even harder.  For years the Tories deliberately confused the process of personal independence payments to ramp this up into a hateful rhetoric.    The reality is that PIP eligibility is based on whether someone’s impairment or health condition affects their day-to-day life.  We are left with a system where people are made to feel guilty, undeserved and in desperate need.   

Three million people receive PIP, a 3 per cent increase on last year.  That’s three million people who have had to endure what one claimant described as “psychological warfare”, and never spoke of weeping themselves due to the shear relief of getting through the process.  Another claimant reported feeling tricked into phone assessments where assessors were trying to disprove their claims.  

Our motion calls on the Government to prove that it is on the side of disabled workers.  I’ll say that again.  It’s for the Government to prove that it is on the side of disabled workers.  (Applause)  We are calling for a new fair and caring system.  This must include replacing the current tick box assessments with proper discussions with medical professionals, and providing real support for people whose impairments and difficulties are not always visible as well as ending privatisation.  There can be no place for profiteering in our welfare system.   Congress, please support this motion.  (Applause)  

The President:  Thank you.  I call the NEU to second. 

Colleen Johnson (National Education Union) seconded Motion 34. 
She said:  President and Congress, the Labour Government says that it wants to get more disabled people into work, but it is really important that this move is supported well.  We know that there is a teacher recruitment and retention crisis, and employing more disabled educators could be part of the answer.  Many disabled workers work part-time or flexibly in order to manage their impairments and often, but not always, this leads to less pay.   This is tricky as being a disabled person often means increased costs; for example, relating to heating or travel.  So many new disabled members receive PIP payments in order to travel to and from school or college.  Others receive PIP to help them get up, dressed and ready for their day at work.  

Recently, I heard about our member, Marina, a secondary art teacher and her personal assistant, Alice, who supports by fetching and carrying arts supplies and doing many other tasks.  Alison’s support is paid for by PIP,  and Marina and Alice are a great team, indeed.  
At present PIP assessments are carried out by administrators with little of the necessary knowledge, and this is far from acceptable.  Specialist input is needed from medical professionals and/or individuals who have experience and knowledge of specific impairments.  The assessment needs to be respectful and constructive.  At the minute, roughly 75 per cent of decisions to turn down applications for PIP are overturned at tribunal.  The system is broken.  In the worst-case scenarios, disabled people with life-long conditions have been reassessed, reassessed and reassessed.  This is both unkind and offensive.  It is important that the welfare system is changed so that it is well-funded and works for disabled workers in a dignified and truly supportive way.  If this is not done by the new Government, then disabled people will yet again become the target of the gutter press, and the next scapegoat for the far right, being labelled as lazy, workshy scroungers.  

So let’s be clear here.  Supporting disabled people into work costs money, and that money must be found.  That is one good way to build economic activity.  Congress, please support this important motion.  Thank you.  (Applause)  
The President:  Thank you.  I call on the CWU to be followed by GMB.  Jonathan Coles from GMB will speak from his seat.  

Lee Starr-Elliott (Communication Workers Union) spoke in support of the motion. 

He said:  As a disabled person I have been made to jump through hoops over the years to claim, first, Disability Living Allowance, and after an 18 month battle with tribunals I was told that I was entitled to it for life due to the fact that my disability was recognised as incurable.  Fast forward to 2017.  I received a letter inviting me to migrate to PIP.   I filled in the form and sent the evidence requested, including a letter from the Benefit Tribunal Service supporting my claim only to be told that the previous tribunal decision played no part in future claims, and that while I was being awarded my claim I would need to reapply every two years in case my disability became better.     However, in October 2023 PIP wrote requesting me to reapply and send evidence that my conditions or disability had not changed.  Today I still do not have a decision and could have my PIP withdrawn and having to repay what I have been paid since last October.  
The DWP has admitted that they are understaffed and struggling to process any benefit claims, both old and new.  I submitted evidence of my decision by a Benefit Tribunal stating that medically, in my lifetime, my disability would not improve.   There should be a simple a process of transferring the evidence to the new PIP system thereby reducing the workload.  However, the previous Tory government did not want to do this, choosing to attack and demoralise claimants and contracting expensive and poor companies such as ATOS to further attack and complicate matters.  The same people should not be forced to endure this humiliation and struggle just to get the support that they are entitled to.   They must respect our dignity and human rights.  The system fails to do this on every level.  We need the solidarity of the union movement to create change.  Going forward, we need a Labour Government that will listen about the attacks on disabled people, and take a real adult and sensible human approach.  Thank you.  (Applause) 
The President:  Thank you.  I call the GMB.

Jonathan Coles (GMB) spoke in support of the motion. 

President and Congress, I am first-time speaker and a first-time delegate. (Applause)

I currently have difficulty standing due to sparex infections and a letter from the Health Service.  Those who were at the Disabled Workers Conference will have heard my outline some of the issues with PIP.  I work as a housing and welfare benefits officer.  Part of my role is to give advice to people on state benefits and help them to complete the Attendance Allowance PIP, Universal Limited Capability Workplace forms and a lot of mandatory reconsiderations.  There are office appointments, surgeries, multi-agency events and home visits even with my feet.  
The number of mandatory PIP reconsiderations that my team have to deal with is a lot.  To get PIP you need eight to 12 points depending on the level.  The number of decisions showing zero points is quite alarming.  Even if you don’t think that someone qualifies but they could at least acknowledge what they score.  In the last year or so the number of people losing their benefits on reviews is a lot.  The previous government reduced this by at least 4 per cent, and I have just heard it has gone back up again.  Further reviews seems to be the way of doing this.  Applicants can have nearly two hours of questions, never mind the phone assessments.  
I have heard horrendous excuses of why they were told they were not in need: “You were playing with your child so you are not disabled”, or “Now they are asking their child to play quietly for a bit longer while they finish the assessment”.   A common excuse is “You can drive a car, which is complex”.  “No, you’ve driven for years, it comes naturally and you can’t use public transport”, or “Pain getting in and out of the car”.  Another excuse is, “Oh, you can get to another place in London so you can plan your journeys”.   “No, the support group is named after another place in London”, which is actually near to where the claimant lives.  “Oh, you understood the conditions in your knees, and you are not getting specialist support”, but that doesn’t mean that you are not in need and you are not able to get the support you need.  
A lot of the support isn’t available, especially with mental health.  “You were calm enough to understand the questions”.  On the phone, you can’t see what somebody is going through, and do you have to swear at the assessor to get PIP?  Appearing to understand doesn’t mean that someone actually does.   Holding face-to-face interviews at 9am, and then saying you can walk without seeing if you can.   It is unfair.    Then there is: “I have decided that John needs help” in the decision letter without any reasoning or explaining the miraculous recovery that they have made after taking their benefits away after 12 years.     Congress, we need a system that works better.  We need a fair new deal with those who can or cannot work.  Please support this motion.    (Applause)  

The President:  Thanks, Jonathan.  I now call UNISON to be followed by PCS and then NASUWT.

Omolola Oyewusi (UNISON) spoke in support of Motion  34.
She said:  Good morning, President and Congress.  I’m a first-time delegate and a first-time speaker from UNISON.   (Applause)  

Congress, this is a very important discussion that we are having this morning, and I wouldn’t like us to go away from here today and, basically, forget about it because when we look around it is affecting quite a lot of our members and their families.  A fair process is a trade union issue.  Applying for PIP is a nightmare, designed to stop disabled people from getting the support they need.  If the form doesn’t make you give up, the assessment staff will most certainly discourage you.  
I am a woman with disabilities.  It’s not written on my forehead but I have the ability to do a good job.  I am sure there are a lot of disabled people out there who have the skills and the ability to do a fantastic job.   I can tell you that 350,000 UNISON members are disabled yet they are working extremely hard.  We are not benefit cheats and we are not liars, yet people who apply for PIP are dehumanised and made to feel as if they are worthless.   They strip away their dignity.   Congress, it is our business to put a stop to that.   (Applause)    Congress, I tell you today that there are a lot of disabled people who want to work.    A lot of people have been stereotyped and made to feel that they are to blame for their disability.  This has to stop!    We are not asking for too much.  You know of the saying: Nothing about us without us”.  

If you have a phone, please bring it out.  Touch the touch.   Congress, I am asking for you to help us to shine the light on disabled workers and shine the light on the disabled people out there who want to work.   Congress, support this motion and, remember, let’s continue to shine a light for disabled workers.  (Applause) 

The President:   Thank you very much.   That’s a first there, I think.   I call PCS.

Rachel Heemskerk (Public and Commercial Services Union) spoke in support of Motion 34.  
She said:  Congress, I am asking you to support Motion 34.  PIP is a safety net that people with disabilities need because of the additional needs of those disabilities.  PIP is a minefield.  The application process, “Do we do it on line?”, “God, I’ve spent two hours on the telephone line waiting to get through”.  PIP is flawed.  It’s failing.  It’s failing because the Tory government did not invest properly in training for the assessors and training for the staff who we speak to, who you speak to, who are working within DWP.  They are my members and they deserve training.  They deserve to be able to do the job that they applied to do, the job they are proud to do to help and support disabled people.  PIP is necessary.  PIP needs to be kept, but it needs to be updated.  There needs to be face-to-face assessments.  We’ve already heard about that telephone call.  You could be a nervous, shivering wreck but your voice doesn’t show that, so the assessor thinks you are fine but actually you are not.  We need to go back to more face-to-face.  We need to get rid of the private sector that offers this service in so many places.  It needs to be DWP workers in PCS that give PIP.  Please support the motion.  (Applause)  

The President:  Thank you.  I call NASUWT. 

Helen Johns (NASUWT) spoke in support of Motion 34. 

She said:  Congress, a fair personal independence payment.  Why am I speaking in favour of this motion? It’s because dignity, fairness and equality are not too much to ask.  The social model of disability is the key to achieving all three.  No one should feel humiliated while having to prove their health condition, yet far too often this is exactly what happens during Person Independence Payment – PIP – assessments.   Charities, such as SCOPE, Citizens Advice and Disability Rights UK have evidenced the hostility, mistrust and suspicion that define many PIP assessments.  Claimants are made to feel that they are being caught out, rushed through the process or asked to perform inappropriate physical tasks that cause them pain and embarrassment.   
For those with complex and progressive conditions, such as multiple sclerosis, the process can be particularly demoralising.  In fact, around one in three PIP applications from people with MS are refused.  In March of this year His Majesty’s Courts and Tribunals Service reported that 70 per cent of all PIP appeals between October and December 2023 were won.  By who?  By the claimants.  This statistic reveals the deep flaws in the system.    And there is more.  

In April the United Nations’ Committee on the Rights of Disabled People published a report strong criticising the UK Government for its systemic violations of disabled people’s rights.  The report found no progress since 2016.  In fact, they highlighted regression the Government’s efforts.  The UK’s social security system was described as “devaluing disabled people and undermining their human dignity”.   The UN report also condemned the pervasive framework and rhetoric of the system which portrays disabled people as undeserving and wilfully avoiding work, leading to increased hostility and hate speech against them.   

Congress, we need a cultural shift and it has to start now.  The new UK Government must take immediate action to create a quality system where dignity is the normal and PIP assessments are truly fair.  Let’s support this motion, let’s bring down the barriers to independence and restore dignity for all.  Solidarity!  Thank you.  (Applause and cheers)  
The President:  Thanks, delegate, and thanks to all the speakers in that important debate.   I now call Motion 34 to the vote.  Will all those in favour, please show?  Thank you.  Will all those against, please show?  That is carried. 
Motion 64 was CARRIED.

The President:  Congress, you will have noticed, I assume, that I have been joined on stage by the Palestinian Ambassador, Dr Zomlot.  (Applause)  
Delegates, we now continue with Section 3 of the General Council Report: Building a stronger more diverse movement.  International work is at the heart of what we do as a movement, and we are all proud and deeply passionate about our solidarity with those facing injustice all over the world.  Our solidarity reflects our values and it is important that those values are reflected in our words, so this is a reminder to all delegates of our code of our conduct and a plea to ensure that your language is inclusive for everyone.  

I now call paragraph 4.10 and I call Composite 17: Palestine.  The General Council supports the motion, with an explanation.  I will call the General Secretary during the debate.    The composite is to be moved by NEU, seconded by UNISON, supported by Unite and there are various additional speakers who I will call.  

Palestine

Louise Regan (National Education Union) moved Composite Motion 17.

Congress, I am very proud to be moving Composite 17: Palestine.  A reported 35,000 Palestinians have now been killed in Israel’s war in Gaza, over two-thirds of them women and children. In March the UN reported that more children had been killed in Gaza in four months than in four years of war worldwide.  Thousands more have been killed since.  Ten children a day face an amputation with no anaesthetic and more than 3,000 children have had at least one limb amputated.    
Across the West Bank attacks have increased significantly with over 650 Palestinians killed since October.    A report released by Defence for Children International: Palestine earlier this week states that 20 per cent of Palestinian children killed by Israeli force and settlers in the West Bank since 2000 have been killed since October 7th  at a rate of one child every two days.  
Despite this our political leaders continue to sell Israel weapons, even as it stands charged at the International Court of Justice for the crime of genocide.  It is obscene to continue arms sales at a time when two senior Israeli Government leaders stand personally accused of crimes against humanity, including extermination and murder, starvation of civilians as a method of war, intentionally directing acts against civilian populations, persecution and wilfully causing great suffering.   The supposed safe zones are facing repeated attacks and evacuation orders are forcing already displaced civilians into increasingly overcrowded and uninhabitable shelters.  Palestinians are facing bombardment from the sea, air and land, with images of burning and decapitated children becoming a regular occurrence across our social media feeds.,  

85 per cent of schools in Gaza have been damaged or destroyed.  All 12 universities have been completely or partially destroyed.  625,000 students have had no access to education for an entire school year.  They have witnessed horrific and terrifying events and the trauma they have suffered will take years, if not decades, to overcome.  Now the people of Gaza are on the brink of another crisis.  Polio has returned for the first time in 25 years posing an unimaginable threat to all of Gaza’s children.  This is as a direct result of Israel’s destruction of Gaza’s health and sanitation infrastructure.  Agencies and medical professionals from around the world have called for an immediate ceasefire to allow for the vaccination of Gaza’s children, yet still Israel’s bombing continues. 

Congress, right now every ounce of our energy and effort must be focused on calling for an immediate and permanent ceasefire and for the ending of weapon sales to Israel.    Our Government’s announcement that it has suspended the sale of some weapons to Israel is welcome, but it is not enough!    A comprehensive stop to all arm sales, if necessary, would be a step towards ending Britain’s complicity in Israel’s oppression of the Palestinians.  (Applause)  
The UK arms’ export licensing regime allows the UK to export military goods used by Israel through incorporation licences, weapons composed of military technology are exported to a third state incorporated into larger weapon systems and then exported on to Israel.   One example of this is the F35 fighter jet used to bomb Gaza.  Campaign Against the Arms Trade has reported that the UK provides approximately 15 per cent of the components in the F35.    It was reported this week that the F35 was used in a massacre committed in July at the al-Mawasi camp, killing 90 Palestinians and injuring at least 300.   Two days ago the al-Mawasi camp was hit again, killing at least 40 people.   Amnesty UK has called on the Government to withdraw the 2002 Incorporation Guidelines as part of ending all arms sales to Israel.   Last week 18 charities called on the UK to end all arms transfers to Israel.   
Right now Palestinians are standing in the dark but we know that they will rise again as they have always done.  Our task is to stand with them, to escalate our actions and to keep speaking out.  Palestinians tell us that they don’t need our tears but they need our words because their voices are silent, but they more than our words.  They need our actions, too.  This involves not only protesting on the streets, putting pressure on our politicians but also pushing forward with the boycott and sanctions campaign.    Palestinian trade unions have called for the global trade union movement to pressure organisations and companies that are complicit with Israel’s actions.  
There is much that we must continue to do in building the movement, but we cannot and we must not stop until there is a permanent ceasefire, until the genocide is ended and until all the laws of apartheid are dismantled, until the day when the Palestinians are finally, finally free.   Please support the motion.  Let’s join together and fight for justice for the Palestinian people.  (A standing ovation)
The President:  I call UNISON to second.  

Liz Wheatley (UNISON) seconded Composite 17. 

She said:   Congress, President and Ambassador, in our thousands, in our millions, we are all Palestinians.  (Cheers)  This is not just something we chant on the many demonstrations we have marched on over the last 11 months.  It is us saying that we understand the attacks that the Palestinians face and have faced for decades.  It is us saying that we stand in solidarity with Palestinians.  It’s us saying that we will continue to march until our Government listens not just to us but to the voice of the Palestinians.   Also it is us saying that we will stand in solidarity until Palestine is recognised as a state and until Palestine is free.  We say this because Palestine is a trade union issue.  Trade unions stand for peace, justice and the liberation.  It matters not only that we stand on the right side of history but we have to stand on the right side today, tomorrow and next week.   That means we campaign for an immediate and permanent ceasefire, an end to arming Israel and for effective boycotts, divestment and sanctions.  We must take those campaigns from here into our workplaces and into our branches.  We do that to whoever is in government, but, of course, we welcome the reduction in export licences announced by David Lammy, but 90 per cent remaining is 90 per cent too much, and that doesn’t stop the killing.  
Looking at the bombing this week of the al-Mawasi refugee camp, supposed in a safe area.  How often do we have to see films of Palestinians torn apart before our Government acts?    As trade unionists we cannot be complicit in this.  I am a local government worker and I want a good pension but I don’t want it if it is funded by the dirty money of death and destruction.   We have to divest our pension funds, our procurement processes and our universities.    Early this year the students put divestment high up on the political agenda and we have a responsibility to respond and take BDS (boycott, divestment and sanctions) action.  The point is that our movement has a fine tradition of BDS from the Lancashire cotton mills, the Montgomery bus boycotts and, of course, apartheid in South Africa.  We stand and build on that tradition with Palestine and for every pound that is not spent on arms, death and destruction it is a pound that can be spent on our schools, on our hospitals, on our public services, on international aid and the climate emergency, all the things that will make the world a better place.  
Finally, UNISON is a public sector union.  Many of us here will have seen how private companies circle like vultures when somewhere like Gaza is rebuilt, because it will be rebuilt.  We call for that to happen together with quality public services.  Companies like Caterpillar, which have helped try to destroy Palestine, cannot be allowed to profit from its rebuilding.  That, Congress, is what we mean when we stand up and say, in our thousands and in our millions, “We are all Palestinians”.  Solidarity.  (Applause)  

The President:  I call Unite, and then can the following unions be ready to speak: PCS, Equity, CWU and GMB.  There are more that I will call in a moment.  Unite.

Sarah Carpenter (Unite) spoke in support of Composite 17.  

She said:  During the past 11 months the horrific conflict in Palestine has been unfolding before all of our eyes.  Unite also condemns the genocide and the collective punishment of the Palestinian people.  This is a war crime, pure and simple!  (Applause)   

Our General Secretary has met the Palestinian Ambassador and is meeting with the general secretaries of the TULO unions after the Congress to discuss a collective way forward, including putting pressure on Labour.  The unbearable terror, suffering and deaths of innocent civilians, people just like us, parents, siblings, workers and thousands of children must end.  We are surely united in this room that there should be respect for international law.  We must protect all civilians.  The hostages must be released unharmed and there must be safe access to food, water, electricity, medical, sanitary and fuel supplies.  

International law makes it clear that the deliberate killing of civilians, hostage taking and collective punishment are war crimes.  Justice must be served.  The whole international community must work towards a comprehensive and lasting peace based around a two-state solution, ensuring human rights for all and the end of oppression, violence and ethnic cleansing, as well as the military occupation of Palestinian territory and the blockade of Gaza.  

We must be committed as a movement to work to combat anti-Muslimism and racism, anti-Semitism and all racism that is increasing in our workplaces and in our communities.   We have debated this already this week but our words must turn into action, and we must also ensure that union members and workers are not targeted or blamed for what is happening in this conflict.  Please support the motion.  (Applause)  

The President:  Thank you.  I call PCS.  
Fran Heathcote (Public and Commercial Services Union) spoke in support of Composite 17.  

She said:  Congress, I am the General Secretary of PCS and speaking in support of  Composite 17 and proud to do so.  We cannot be bystanders in this.  We cannot walk by on the other side.  There have been 57years of illegal occupation, decades of settlement building and ethnic cleansing.  Israel’s Gaza onslaught has seen more than 41,000 people have been killed, but successive UK governments have stood by.  The foreign secretary, David Lammy, said that Labour supports the International Criminal Court as a cornerstone of the international legal system.  Well, if you respect international law, then you follow that up with action and not just empty words.  The International Criminal Court has issued arrest warrants authorised against Benjamin Netanyahu and the defence minister, Yoav Gallant.    The International Court of Justice ruled in July that the Israeli occupation of Palestine is illegal, that Israel must dismantle its settlements and provide full reparations to Palestinian victims and facilitate the return of displaced people.  The horrific reports coming out of the West Bank in recent weeks demonstrates what happens when you turn a blind eye and you condone war crimes.  

Congress, there is no moral or legal case not to ban all arm sales to Israel immediately.  If we respect international law, there should be sanctions on Israel, too.  

PCS members work in government departments that grant weapons licences, and if the Government does not respect international law, we will continue to explore the possibility of taking action in defence of our members.   A successive Government standby, it is up to us in our unions, in our workplaces and as individuals to speak out, to protest and to campaign.  PCS proudly supports a people-power campaign, a boycott, divestment and sanctions.  

Congress, I want to conclude by reading you a poem because among all of the legal arguments and all of the horrific images that we see, we must never lose our humanity.  It is called:  Oh, Rascal Children of Gaza.
Oh, Rascal Children of Gaza,

You who constantly disturb me with your screams under my window,

You who filled every morning with rush and chaos,

You who broke my vase and stole the lonely flower on my balcony,

Come back –

And scream as you want,

And break all the vases,

Steal all the flowers,

Come back,

Just come back…….

Thank you, Congress.  Please support this composite.  (Applause)

The President:  Thank you.  I call CWU.
Tommy Kearns (Communication Workers Union) spoke in support of Composite 17. 

He said:  Congress, I am the Deputy General Secretary of the Communication Workers Union. Unreservedly the CWU supports this composite.  We will continue to campaign for every single thing that this motion refers to.  I had some notes ready, but then I thought, “This is about who we are, this is about what we do and this is about why we exist”, because at some point everyone in this hall somehow became a trade unionist.  We decided to stand up against the injustices that we see perpetrated against our members in their workplace on a daily basis.   Solidarity doesn’t stop when you close the office door.  Solidarity has to be an international movement.  The Belgian Transport Workers recognised that when they refused to carry weapons across Belgium by road that they knew were bound for Israel.  (Applause)   The Belgium Port Workers knew that when they refused to let ships sale to Israel that they knew were going to carry weapons to carry on the genocide.  What we are witnessing live-streamed on a daily basis is the rape, mutilation, murder and torture of innocent civilians on an industrial scale and we have to say that it has to stop!   If we don’t, what do we stand for?  If we don’t, then I am reminded that Bob Dillan was right in his song The Universal Soldier, when he sang: “It’s the universal soldier who really is to blame.   Those orders come from far away no more.  They come from here and there, and you and me.  Brothers and sisters, can’t you see that this is not the way to put an end to war”.   
Stop the rape, stop the murder, stop the starvation and stop the genocide.  Free Palestine and carry this composite forward.  (Applause) 

The President:  I call the FBU next.  Then I will call GMB, ASLEF, the Bakers’ Union and UCU to take seats at the front, please. 

Jamie Newell (Fire Brigades Union) spoke in support of the composite.

He said:  Congress, I am happy to see that the Council has given us the time to take this debate today.    I want to see the end of the war, and this will be the third year running that I have said this here at the TUC, but it is important not to refer to it as a war as that implies that there are two sides of equal measure involved in the conflict.  What we are actually seeing here is a massacre.  Every government that is aiding the Israel Defence Forces’s collective punishment of civilians ought to be ashamed of themselves.    A ceasefire now is imperative for the survival of the Palestinian people.  
The UK’s complicity in the collective punishment of the Palestinians is well documented when it comes to our record of arms trading.  To paraphrase Mick Lynch last night, David Lammy has suspended 30 out of our 350 arms licences to Israel is tantamount to saying “Some collective punishment is still okay”.    

Labour appears to be okay with it and is simultaneously okay with the indiscriminate bombing of children and hospitals in Palestine.  We can bomb the world to pieces but we cannot bomb it into peace.    So we need to think about the relationship that our unions and our partners have with companies.  We have heard today already about the divestment movement.   The Palestinian fringe last night made it loud and clear and it has again been made clear.  We need to ask our executives in our unions to review where our investments lie, who they are working with and not be afraid to boycott those companies which support Apartheid and collective punishment.  
I understand the complexities where our trade unions have members working in the defence sector.  I have made the case before and I make it again, that we can mobilise engineers to do great things for society when they are motivated.  We did it during Covid.  We had teams making respirators.   I told you yesterday about GNK in Florence.    If we can focus jobs in the defence sector to make the machines and technologies that can help society rather than war machines, we will be further along to find out what we all know is possible.  This should not be controversial to stand for peace every year.    
In closing, Congress, most of us are lucky by birthright not to have suffered the horrors of wars that the civilians in Palestine are suffering from every day.  We have a duty to act on that privilege, and end the role our that taxes and our governments play in enabling these horrors to occur.   

I am proud of the role that all of our members play in marching and protesting on the streets at arms factories.  I am proud of our union’s history on Apartheid and on Palestine.  I am also proud of our members for refusing to take part in police activities and law enforcement to remove protesters who are expressing their basic human right to protest.  Congress, support the motion.  Let’s build a movement to diversify our workforces, to expand the size and frequency of our protests and end the sale of arms to Israel.  If you’re going to Liverpool, I will see you at the Labour Party Conference.  (Applause)  

The President:  Thank you, Jamie.  I call the GMB.

Fazana Jumma (GMB) spoke in support of the composite.
She said:  Congress, this situation has been both difficult and emotive for me ensuring that we, as a movement, are correctly measured in our words and, most importantly, being on the right side of history.  We cannot bring the solution of peace by harming or hating the people in the state of Israel.  We can all co-exist and there is no place for hate and racism in our society or in our union movement.   

The GMB has consulted with our defence sector workers and they are not manufacturing or involved in the arms sales to Israel.  Our policy is clear and we are on the right side of history.   Race and faith should not be factors in the despicable acts against civilians, and anyone trying to draw us into that should know that we will not tolerate a hierarchy of racism and hate towards the Muslim and Jewish communities or in our workplaces.  

Gaza is the most dangerous place in the world for children, mothers, journalists, health workers and it is the most dangerous place for aid workers.  We saw this when three of our own British military and ex-military personnel were killed when their aid vehicle was targeted and bombed.  Israel has intentionally cut off food, water, electricity and fuel supplies.  This is collective punishment and is a war crime.  Let’s be clear about that.  All of this has been done openly and without shame and in front of the cameras.  The media reports on this and it was done long before October 7th.  Israel has breached every single human right and every rule governing war.  

Sexual violence, sexualised torture and abuse, forced public stripping, sexual humiliation and rape are standard operating procedures in this oppression.  A video was released recently showing the despicable sexual assault of a Palestinian detainee by a group of soldiers.   When arrested there were protests calling for these individuals as heroes and demanding for their release.  How can this happen?  How can this be normalised, Congress?   How many women, men and children need to die?  What is the figure before our Government needs to do something meaningful?  
We know that the UK continues to supply Israel’s military and is flying reconnaissance flights over Gaza.  Our Government need to do more than just halting 30 arms’ export licences outside of the one hundred that they have.  We also know that this means that British politicians at the highest level are aware of what is happening on the ground.   There is no doubt where international law is on this area.  The question now is where is the UK on international law?   
The trade union movement must unite once and for all to see the establishment in law the state of Palestine, and through a two-stage solution allow the right of return of Palestinian refugees to address decades of oppression faced by the Palestinian people.   In the words of Nelson Mandella: “Freedom is incomplete without the freedom of Palestinians”.  This is not a complex political matter.  It is a moral duty to do the right thing.   Conference, I am asking you to unite your efforts, to direct your anger at the right people, and play your part in a global movement for justice for Palestine and justice everywhere.  Thank you.  (Applause)  

The President:  Thank you.  I call Aslef. 

Kerry Waters (Associated Society of Locomotive Engineers and Firemen) spoke in support of Composite 17.  

He said:  Thank you, Congress and President.  Comrades, what is there to say about Palestine that has not been said by countless people around the globe?  We have heard the reports of the abuse, the human rights’ violations, the harassment, rape, torture and murder.   We have seen the videos and we have heard the cries of the children who have lost their families, as well of the desperate parents who have lost their children.  Over more than 40,000 Palestinians have been killed and 90,000 injured.  So many of these deaths were of children.  We have seen the destruction of schools, libraries, hospitals, homes destroyed and nearly two million people displaced, and diseased running rife in so-called safe zones.  If these horrors, coupled with the forced starvation of the population, are not enough to bring an end to this slaughter, nothing will be.   If I sound passionate and emotional about this it is because I am, and I know all of you are, too.   Congress, it has to stop!  
The UK Government must immediately recognise the state of Palestine and it must stop all arms sales to Israel both directly and indirectly.  It must call for the release of the thousands of Palestinians being held indefinitely without evidence or trial.  It must also call for a halt to the expansions of the illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank and return land to Palestinians.  We need a ceasefire now!   Conference, please support this motion.  Free Palestine!  (Applause)  
The President:    Thank you.  I call BFAWU to be followed by UCU. 

Douglas Johnstone (Bakers, Food and Allied Workers Union) spoke in support of Composite 17.  

He said:  Congress, it is great to speak in front of you, Ambassador.  You have been such a strong voice for your people, a strong voice for justice for the Palestinian people.  It is a great honour to be in your presence.  Ambassador, thank you.  (Applause)  
We have been watching a genocide streamed in real-time by its victims, the Palestinian people, a genocide 74 years in the making.   The Nakba is not just a lament.  It’s been a process for 74 years, atrocity after atrocity, again and again, and we can no longer stand by.  

I want to speak from the heart because this matters.  This shows who we are.  This shows that if we speak up for the Palestinian people, we speak up for justice and we speak up for human rights.  Atrocities!   There are too many to mention, but I remember 29th January hearing about the six-year old little girl, Hind Rajab, trapped in a car, trapped alongside her dead aunt and uncle and three of her dead cousins.  There was no way that the Israeli tanks which opened up on that car couldn’t see that little girl.  For three hours that little girl begged “Please come and get me.  Please come and get me”.   Their bodies were found 12 days later.  The two ambulance drivers found two days later.  Hind Rajab!  Say her name.  Hind Rajab!  Remember her name.  Remember every one of the victims, the children.  Remember them.  Take that to your heart and speak up for justice.  Thank you.  (Applause)  

The President:  Thank you.  I call the UCU.

Saira Weiner (University and College Union) spoke in support of Composite 17.  

She said:  Chair, Congress and Ambassador, the genocide in Gaza has been underway for nearly a year and other people have eloquently outlined the scenes that we have seen daily streamed on our laptops, phones and computers.  Unfortunately, not always on the mainstream news.    Many, many millions of people have marched in protest globally for the Palestinian liberation.  We have to say that what has been going on there has fundamentally changed global politics.   

I am extremely proud that the UK has had some of the biggest demonstrations in Europe and the western world with an estimated three million people on the streets over the last 11 months.  (Applause)    

The treatment of Palestinians has come to stand for everything that is wrong with the world.  As I said, we are watching genocide in real time.  I am really proud of our union, the UCU, that we have spoken out repeatedly on this matter.  I am also proud of our students who have camped out against their university’s complicity.  (Applause)  They have faced repression by the state, by the police and the threat of removal from their university courses.  So solidarity to them, the workers of the future.  

I am also very proud of my colleagues who, on workplace days of action called by Stop the War, CND and so on, have come outside the buildings, rallied their support, held up banners and joined with other workers in the City of Liverpool, where I live and work, to show they will not stand for genocide.  

We, the TUC Congress, are the organised working class.  Whilst the trade union blocks on national demonstrations have been good, they have not been good enough.  We are the organised working class.  We need to do better.  We have the power to stop all the present Government’s arms sales to Israel.   At this very moment F35 fighter jets are still raining down bombs that have destroyed Gaza.  Shame on David Lammy and shame on the Labour Government.   
I am a granddaughter of Holocaust survivors.  They will be turning in their graves at the complicity shown by many governments, including our government, the US Government and so on.    Next week we’ve got the Labour Party Conference, and it’s in Liverpool where I live and work.  A demonstration has been called by CND, Stop the War, the Muslim Association of Great Britain and the Palestinian Solidarity Campaign.   I absolutely hope that we are there in our masses.  Words aren’t good enough.  We need to take action, we need to take action now and I hope everyone is going to support the emergency motion to be taken later.  We need to say to the Government:  “From the river to the sea, Palestine will be free”.  (Applause)  

The President:  Thanks to all those speakers in the debate.  I call the General Secretary to give the General Council’s explanation.  

The General Secretary:  President and Congress, the General Council supports Composite 17 with the following explanation.  The TUC unequivocally condemns the attacks by Hamas on 7th October last year and we call for the release of all hostages unharmed.  We also called in the same statement for an immediate and permanent ceasefire and respect for international law.  The motion sets out some recent legal findings, and the General Council recognises the findings of the International Court of Justice regarding South Africa’s case that Israel is committing genocide in Gaza.  The General Council also recognises that the imposition of a system of oppression by successive Israeli governments has been shown to meet the definition of the crime of Apartheid under international law.  

Our existing policy calls on the General Council to actively encourage affiliates, employers and pension funds to disinvest from and boycott the goods of companies which profit from illegal settlements, the occupation and the construction of the law.  

Finally, Congress, we will continue to support and work for a two-state solution, based on a safe and secure Israel, but crucially and urgently a safe, secure and free Palestine.  Please support Composite 17.  (Applause)  

The President:  Congress, that has been a powerful debate.  I now put Composite 17 to the vote.  Will all those in favour, please show?  Thank you.  Will all those against, please show?  That is carried. 

Composite 17 was CARRIED. 

I think that debate demonstrated the stance of the trade unions in solidarity with the Palestinian people.  Shortly, I will be relinquishing my role in presiding over this Congress.   I have to say that having our next speaker with us is a particular honour for me.  Forty-two years ago my predecessor, Ken Cameron, brought an emergency resolution to this Congress in the aftermath of Israel’s invasion of Lebanon.  It was somewhat controversial at the time because it included the phrase: “Support for the national rights of the Palestinian people to self-determination in an independent and sovereign state”.  That motion went to the vote and was eventually carried.  I am very proud of Ken’s role in that debate and the role he played since.  

So it is a great pleasure and honour for me to welcome the Palestinian Ambassador,        Dr. Husam Zomlot to address you.  (A standing ovation)

Address by Dr. Husam Zomlot, Palestinian Ambassador to Britain

Dr. Zomlot (Palestinian Ambassador to Britain):   Thank you very much.  President, Executive Members of the TUC, trade unionists, delegates, Congress and friends, good morning.  It is a sunny morning in the vibrant City of Brighton, and thank you, President, for the fine weather for us today.  
Let me thank you for this very warm welcome,  Matt Wrack and Paul Nowak, for extending this invitation of giving me the honour of addressing the TUC Congress.    It has been a privilege to address most of the major unions in the UK during the past few months.  The trade unions and the labour Movement are a bedrock of solidarity for Palestine, both now and, as Matt just said, historically, and have a long and proud history of activism in fighting for justice in the UK and globally.   
Allow me to start by thank you all, each and everyone of you, for all that you have been doing over the past months and years, for your solidarity, for your actions, for taking over the streets every week in every city and in every town, for turning the UK and London into the epicentre of global solidarity with the Palestinian people.  Allow me also to thank you for just voting for Composite 17, which called for an immediate and permanent ceasefire, which is clear in calling for an immediate recognition of the State of Palestine, clear in its calling for imposing sanctions and the illegal practices of Israel and clear in its demand for a full arms embargo on Israel.  

Matt and all of our friends, this is historic in every sense.  It will take us that much to make sure that our beliefs, our way ahead and our actions are clear.   It is clear that we all agree on what needs to be done for these atrocities to stop.  This, my friends, urgently needs to become Government policy.    

Seventy-nine years ago the world united in shock and horror and vowed that never again would we allow such barbarity to be repeated.  I am here referring to the horrors of the Second World War.  Never again would we allow the persecution and attempted erasure of an entire people merely because of who they are.    The entire global peace-based order came apart in 1945 in a collective effort to make war obsolete and to ban forever evil atrocities like mass murder, ethnic cleansing and genocide.  Yet, here we are!   Next month it will be a year of mass murder, mass destruction and mass displacement in Gaza.  
During this year an entire ecosystem of genocide has been established in Gaza.  It is not limited to just causing mass murder and damage, but it is very deliberately designed to make life in Gaza unliveable, to break the spirit of the Palestinian people and to encourage, yet again, another mass expulsion.   
You know, you all know, that Israel is obstructing the delivery of food, of water and of humanitarian aid.  On the Egyptian borders there are enough trucks that would feed Gaza for months to come but they are stuck there.  It is also dramatically restricting what can come in, not only in terms of these basic materials but it includes medicine and hygienic materials.   I will give you one example.  It comes from UK Med, which is a British medical institution operating in Gaza.  Israel is only allowing in one type of antibiotics, even though we all know that the body quickly grows resistance.  This is deliberate.  It’s killing by other means.  That’s why some British medical magazines and institutions, like The Lancet, have guesstimated that the number of people who have been killed and murdered so far is not 40,000 or 42,000 but it’s 186,000.  This takes into account those who were murdered by other means, those who died because they did not get treatment for their cancers or they did not get their kidney dialysis on time.  We are talking about thousands upon thousands.  This is at a time when a UN reports states there are 40,000 cases of hepatitis A, whereas before October of last year there were less than 100.  This is at a time when polio has re-emerged in Gaza.  So when you look at the targeting of homes, which is 70per cent of Gaza homes attacked, and 90 per cent of Gaza’s hospitals have been destroyed.  When you look at the bombing of schools, 80 per cent of the schools have been destroyed.  Furthermore, 100 per cent of Gaza universities have been destroyed, dissipated and bombarded.  The destruction of agriculture and aid has been deliberate.  
It is not just about Gaza.  Look at how the Israeli settlements – the illegal, colonial settlements – are squeezing Palestinian living space in the occupied West Bank.  Look at the checkpoints and the walls.  Look at the home demolitions, the arbitrary arrests and the killings.  This is a clear decades old attempt at rendering the West Bank unliveable.  This is just not in Gaza.  For us, the Palestinian people, it’s the same and the same.  Because of who we are – because of who we are – they make no difference.  Every Palestinian, each one of us, Muslim or Christian, from Gaza or from Jenin, is a target.  Because of who we are, it is a slow genocide.  It is a deliberate attempt, which started in 1948, which is the same year, by the way, as the Genocide Convention.  It is a slow genocide which has been happening over a period of 76 years, a systematic extermination of the Palestinian people.  Israel has created an ecosystem of genocide which is about the very possibility over Palestinian independence, freedom but also the very possibility of Palestinian life – life!  -- in Palestine and breaking our spirit of the struggle to maintain ourselves and stand fast.   Yet for 76 years the world has let it.  Let me say this.  We the Palestinian people did not and will not let it.  (Applause)    
Despite the genocide, despite the ethnic cleansing and despite all the horrors we are too rooted by the roots of our ancient olive trees.   We are too rooted to be removed from our land.   We are too resilient, actually, to be broken.  And, yes, we have done it before.   They could not erase us completely in 1948.  They could not crush us in 1967.  They did not wipe us out in Lebanon in 1980-1982.  Despite the horrors in Gaza, they will not erase us from Gaza.  (Applause)  

Yes, we will survive and we will rise again.  We will rebuild Gaza.  As we have been, we will remain.  We will remain in Gaza, we will remain in Jenin, we will remain in Jerusalem and we will remain as refugees outside, holding on to our right to go back to our homes and farms.   The question here is: Is it so hard to see our humanity?   Is it so hard to understand the fears and traumas of the17,000 children that the UN has designated as “Unaccompanied” as a result of Israel’s unhinged aggression in Gaza?   Seventeen thousand unaccompanied!    What of their education?   “Unaccompanied” means that they lost their parents and there is no-one of their extended family.  So one person exists with nothing.  A child!   Seventeen thousand!  What of their education and what of the education of more than 800,000 students, school students and university students, in Gaza who have gone without education for a second year in a row.   What of their future?    This is genocide because Israel is not only targeting our presence but it is targeting our future.  This is because they know that our lifeline is education.   
Is it really hard to understand the pain of Hosan, the father of Talla.  Talla was a 13 year-old who liked nothing better than to go roller skating.  That was her passion.  She was murdered in an Israeli airstrike last week, just last week, wearing her pink skates on the rare occasion when her parents let her go outside to play.  Her parents could only identify her because of those skates.  They now join the hundreds of thousands of bereaved families, people in Gaza.   Talla now joins the more than 16,500 children that Israel has killed in Gaza since last year, statistics that, apparently, get less meaningful to the world the more they grow.  It becomes normalised.  

Do Palestinians in Gaza, Palestinians everywhere, not meet the criterial for humanity?   Do our lives matter?    Next month it will be a year of genocide.  It will be a year of shame for Israel’s allies who have repeatedly failed to do what needs to be done.  In fact, it will be 76 years of shame, 76 years during which Israel has been allowed to act with impunity.  It forcibly removed two-thirds of the Palestinian people from our homes, just like in 1948.  The Nakba!  An act of mass ethnic cleansing.   This was fuelled by a narrative that sees Palestine as the exclusive property of the Jewish people, a mindset of supremacy and entitlement.   That is incompatible with the presence of the land’s native population.    That is how they lie about how the land without a people came about.  The Palestinian people had to be erased.  That is why we are now witnessing a genocide.  For all this time, Israel has acted with impunity, and still the global system is doing nothing, but they need to respond.  

The world has been unable to even enforce its own Security Council resolutions, numerous resolutions, including in March the demand of an immediate ceasefire.  Why?   Why this impotence when it comes to Israel?  Why the silence, the inaction and the double standards?   What have we become that senior members of the US Congress – senators -- are bullying and demanding that the institutions of international justice do not pursue any of their own mandates?   You may have heard that a letter was sent by members of the US Congress to the ICC which says “You have been warned if they pursue Israel in the Court”.    What have we become that most people think of these global institutions of justice as being effective and used only when it is directed at the poor?  Did you see the interview with the ICC Prosecutor General, who said that he was told by a senior western politician that the ICC is only there for Russia and Africa, not for everybody else?   Is that the world we want to live in?    
My friends, it doesn’t have to be this way.   Look behind me at the slogan of this Congress:  “A New Deal”.  I agree.  We need a new deal, a new deal for workers but we also need a new deal for the world otherwise we will be asking ourselves “What kind of a world are we leaving behind for our children and their children?”   
Perhaps we need a commitment to the very principles that we all agreed on in 1945, and most fundamental is this:  We commit to a world with rules that apply equally --  (Applause)  -- to everyone everywhere, be it in Palestine, the Ukraine and Sudan.    We commit to our legal and moral responsibilities under this order. The International Court of Justice has been abundantly clear as follows. You may have followed the ICJ’s ruling only a few weeks ago, which said, first, that Israel’s occupation is unlawful.   Secondly, Israel’s settlements are war crimes.  Thirdly, third parties have a duty under international law to end any assistance, be it political, material, military or legal, which directly or indirectly contributes to Israel’s illegal policies.   Fourthly, Israel must leave now.  Leave now!   That is not a critical statement.  It is the judges of the world.  (Applause)  This is why we and you, with your report today, demand a complete foreign arms embargo.  While we welcome the decision by the UK Government to suspend some arms licences to Israel, it is simply unconscionable – unconscionable – that the UK should continue to deliver any arms to Israel given what is clear to everyone, including according to UK lawyers, to be a grave violation of international law.   This is a legal obligation both domestically and internationally.  (Applause)  
My friends, the genocide is the most pressing priority.   There will be a huge need for restructural effort for which you will be involved.  A friend in need is a friend indeed.  You will be needed.  Your expertise, your engineers, your volunteers, your health professionals, your teachers and professors will be needed.  We must not go back to the status quo.  We must not accept to go back to a status quo ante.  This is why we are demanding, and you voted today, that the UK recognise the State of Palestine immediately.  (Applause)   Only through real self-determination, the real exercise of our sovereignty, along with the right of return and justice and equality for our refugees can there be any meaningful peace and lasting peace.  If we are going to be serious about reaching a lasting peace, we must be serious about confronting Israeli policies.  
Let me explain something.  It is not either/or.  Recognition, on the one hand, of the State of Palestine is not a gift, it is not a favour, it is not a reward and it is not a punishment, but it’s a right which has been long overdue!  (Applause)  On the one hand recognition, on the other hand sanctions.  These two go hand-in-hand.  Nothing substituted.  Everyone surely understands that this is why now we must be united.  We must be united to saying no to impunity, we must be united in saying no to violence, no to racial discrimination, no to the selective implementation of rules and also united in saying yes to an immediate and permanent ceasefire.  Enough is enough.  (Applause)  

Yes, to accountability.   All those war criminals must be held accountable.  Period!    (Cheers and applause)  Yes, to sanctions on all those institutions and governments which will continue to aid Israel’s illegal occupation.     It is our responsibility to make sure that illegal practices aren’t being done.   We have to make sure that our international sports arenas are not being misused and abused.  So, by the way, are our educational institutions.   Look at the universities.  The Ariel University is an illegal colonial settlement is part of the overall Israeli state.  We must make sure, if that is the case, that all Israeli institutions implicated in this illegality are isolated and divested from.   
My friends, just to conclude, after 76 years it is, frankly, heart-wrenching  to have to stand here and still need to make the case for abiding by the law, and by abiding by our universal values of freedom and equality.    Much of these cases you have tried to make in the states of the UK, whether you are unions or the Government, should not need to be or have needed to be made.   Seriously, we should still have to make the case for an arms embargo on a state that is committing genocide, and now officially in tried for genocide at the International Court of Justice.    We still have to make that case, that you should stop sending arms that end up killing thousands of children?    We should not have been needing to make that case or of the case of recognition or of the case of sanctions.  How did Nelson Mandela get freedom?   How did Apartheid in South Afraid collapse?  It was by you and your actions that sucked oxygen out of the Apartheid regime.  (Applause)   
As much as it is heartbreaking, it is heartwarming to see and feel your support and to feel the support of the British people.  You saw this week the 18th national march by tens of thousands.   The organisers tell me that there were more than 120,000 marchers.  The intensity, the diversity and the unity of the British people is truly, truly inspiring.   The labour Movement has a long and proud history of effective activism from securing basic rights, decent wages and humane working conditions to standing up to helping defeat injustices, including in South Africa.  

Now we need you to keep up the pressure on your Government to meet its moral and legal obligations on Palestine.   Continue with your voices and your shoe leather to this global movement for justice in Palestine.  You have done so much.  We have been following all of your activities.    You have turned London and the UK, just like you did in the ‘80s for and on behalf of the Apartheid movement, because of your work, support, persistence and principles, into the epicentre, the hub, of global solidarity on behalf of the Palestinian people.   Injustice in Palestine means injustice everywhere.   Palestine has become a global movement precisely because people have identified it as a cornerstone for what justice should be.  It means the equal and unflinching application of the law.   Palestine is not just about us.  It is about all of us.  Our defeat is your defeat.  Any rights we give up is also giving up on your rights because rights cannot be subdivided.   

Our liberation is also your liberation.  Our struggle is yours.  Our values are mutual.  Our future is sure.  With a clear determination and complete adherence to the principles of equality, we will overcome this, too.   We shall witness and enjoy lasting peace and justice in a free, free Palestine.  Thank you.  (A standing ovation)  

The President:  Ambassador, on behalf of Congress and the trade union Movement, thank you for your historic address to Congress.  We will continue to work with you in support of an immediate and permanent ceasefire to end the illegal occupation, for a two-state solution based on a safe and secure Israel and a safe and secure Palestine.  On behalf of Congress, thank you, again, Husam.  (Applause)  
Congress, I now call Composite 18:  Climate Emergency: Next Steps.  The General Councils supports the composite motion with a reservation  I will call Sue Ferns to set out our reservation.  The composite is to be moved by UNISON and seconded by PCS.  Sue.
Climate Emergency:  Next Steps

Sue Ferns (General Executive Council) said:  Congress, I am explaining the General Council’s reservation on the motion.   The General Council stands by its long-term commitment to a just transition and to science-based climate action as the motion calls for, and its support of a balanced net-zero carbon energy mix.  

Keeping climate change to 1.5 degrees Centigrade and falling requires addressing fossil fuel use.  Climate action is urgently needed as it must be properly funded and well planned with a worker’s voice at the table.   Every job will be affected by the change in climate but for some jobs Government choices on industrial strategy have make or break consequences.  As recent announcements on job losses at Scunthorpe and at the Port Talbot Steelworks demonstrate successive governments’ neo-liberal approach to decarbonisation comes at an unacceptable price for working class communities and for our country’s industrial future.  

It is true that UK carbon emissions have reduced faster in recent years than those of many industrialised nations, but this is in large part because our manufacturing industries have been off-shored, moving industrial emissions elsewhere.  Across manufacturing and processing industries, such as steel, automotive and chemicals, jobs are at risk because of decades of underinvestment and lack of a proper industrial strategy that includes a well-funded and nationally coordinated pathway towards net zero.  Our work the climate justice groups will be informed by unions and TUC policy.   
Finally, Congress, we reiterate the view that transition plans should be developed in advance of decisions that impact on jobs in energy intensive industries as agreed in our debate earlier this week.  Thank you.  (Applause)  

The President:  Thank you.  I now call UNISON to move and PCS to second. 

Dawn Wainwright (UNISON) moved Composite Motion 18.

She said:  Congress, we support the explanation from the General Council.  This year, July, recorded the three highest temperatures ever recorded, and a new study agrees with the Global Climate Conference in June which showed that pollution accounts for more deaths than war, disease and drugs combined.   But, Congress, heatwaves leave a trail of destruction and we see striking images of catastrophe and they are estimated to kill 30 times more people a year than tropical cyclones.  Both at home and abroad, pollution and heatwaves affect most the world’s poorest and disadvantaged peoples and communities.    We have to accept that we cannot put off action until it is more convenient or until there is a perfect plan.  It will cost us much more in lives as well as financially to wait than to act.  
This year experts at the London School of Economics have concluded that by just 2030, which is only six short years away, global excess deaths caused by climate change will be costing the global economy more than five billion pounds a year.    On any level, that is a shocking and unacceptable statistic.  

Congress, this is a crisis that all trade unionists and all members and all people should get angry about.  As has been said many times now, there are no jobs on a dead planet but before that there will be no NHS or a welfare state in an unhabitable and dying environment.  Collectively, every worker across every sector and key stakeholders and the necessary transformations required to meet this challenge means we must use our influence to actively support our members’ actions towards addressing this emergency situation.  That is why the TUC must continue to recognise this work as part of its organising agenda for all workers as well as a vital policy campaign.    Congress must use its significant influence to keep this Government’s feet to the fire on this issue.   We must not fall into the trap of thinking that the impacts of climate change and the transition away from fossil fuels only affects certain groups.  Everyone in this country and globally has a great deal to lose if this crisis is not addressed practically and fairly.    
Here in the UK we have everything we need for a just and practical transition away from fossil fuels but many other countries are not so lucky.   So, Congress, this is why we must press for a climate impact assessment to be a part of everything our Government does and that a Just Transition Commission be set up to give this matter the urgency and attention it deserves.  We need to see representatives from trade unions, climate experts, civil society stakeholders as well as Government and employer representatives must be part of the Commission with powers to set standards to enable a just transition to net zero.  

Of course, Congress, we must ensure that we support and set up a Green Activists Working Partnership.  Such work as this at a local level will ensure that we are involved at every stage.  From the price of energy and food production, we have faced a cost-of-living crisis to the extraordinary additional burden on the NHS.   Climate change will affect, as it is already affecting, every aspect of our members’ lives and work.  The direct impact of the additional financial burdens of climate change on the public purse are now evident to all.    Make no mistake that money not being invested now up front on meeting those vital targets means we will ending up spending ten or a hundred times more while attempting to adapt to whatever comes next.  
We will have to wait and see if this new Government has the ambition to do what is needed both fairly and in time.  The UK must urgently get back on track to its commitments and continue to encourage others to do the same.  Getting to net zero cannot be at the cost of people’s livelihoods or relying on other countries to take on the burden instead of us. We cannot continue to let the world’s most disadvantaged communities and companies take the brunt of the devastating consequences of this crisis.  We need to work together and meet the crisis head on with a planned approach to an urgent and just transition for all.   We are at a tipping point and the TUC and our members have a vital role to play in tackling the climate emergency and getting to net zero not only in time but also in a way that leaves no one behind.  Thank you.  (Applause)  

The President:  Thank you.  I call PCS to second.  

John Maloney (Public and Commercial Services Union) seconded Composite 18.  

He said:  Congress, before I get to the motion I want to express my union’s solidarity and support to the unions and workers in Port Talbot as we await the expected terrible news today of mass job losses there.  (Applause)    My union also gives its support and solidarity to the steel workers in Scunthorpe as they await their fate as well.  It is a terrible indictment of this country, apparently, or this Labour Government, that they are indifferent as to whether there should be a steel industry in this country.   We believe that there must be a steel industry, it should produce green steel and that we have to have an industrial strategy worthy of that name.  

Turning to the motion itself, I would like to address the Unite brother who, during the debate on CM5, posed two important questions.  He asked: Where is the plan, and where are the green jobs?   Well, in relation to the green jobs, this Government claims it is going to create 675,000 green jobs.   We have to press the Government immediately to say what those jobs are to make sure that they are put in the right places to help people who are impacted by climate change and the move to net zero, with a guaranteed right that those jobs are reserved for people impacted in transitional industries, the high-intensity industries, with no loss of pay.  

Turning to the second question posed by the brother he talked about where are the plans.  If we pass this motion, we can work jointly together to produce a plan that we can put forward to the Government.   Certainly the Civil Service will want to be part of that plan as will my union.  Under the pressure of Covid we produced a furlough system.  We can produce an income-support system for all affected workers in this country.  We have the machinery in the DWP, HMRC, DBT and also in EFRA to help deal with those plans.  That is why we need a National Climate Service so that the Civil Service is properly organised.    

Congress, if we pass this motion, then we can seize the opportunity to go to the Government with a united voice, a united voice that demands proper transitional changes, transitional changes that are planned and not actually delivered by the chaos of the market.  Please seize this opportunity and, please, support this motion.  Let’s go forward united.  Thank you.  (Applause)  

The President:   Thank you.  I call GMB to be followed by Unite, Prospect and then UCU.  

Gary Smith (GMB) spoke in support of the composite.

He said:  Congress, I am the General Secretary of GMB responding to the motion.  I have always believed as a trade unionist that our movement has to reflect the lived experience of our members and working class people because when there is dislocation and distance the vacuum is filled by the far right.  When we ignore working class communities, it is fertile ground for the right.   

What is the backdrop to this discussion today?  The Scottish Government last week ended any pretence that it is going to be investing in green jobs.  All the money they got from the sale of the seabed is going to plug a budget blackhole.  Thank you for your kind words, John, about the members in Port Talbot.  The unions have been busy.  The joint unions have been fighting and campaigning.  This is not a council of despair by any stretch.  But today there will be mass sackings at that site and steel production will be brought to an end, and with it – some will celebrate this – 80 per cent of the UK’s emissions will go as well.  In the coming days there will be difficult conversations at Scunthorpe and Grangemouth and in the Harland & Wolfe yards.  As we see the decimation of these industries and our steel sector in particular, let’s remember that we will not be reducing the amount of steel that we use or, indeed, the amount of oil and gas that we use either.  We will just be importing more and we will be importing more from countries like China, who burn coal to produce the steel that we will use.  

The tragedy of all of this and the honest conversations is that what is happening in our steel industry is a failure of industrial policy but it is a failure of environmental policy as well, and unless we have the courage to talk about it, the right will take off their cudgels.  Congress, our instinct today is against everything we stand for, but we will abstain on this today because what we want to do is to try and fight for the space and time for reflection, for an honest and sober debate about these complex issues and the hope that in the coming months we can fill the vacuum and do what we should be doing today, which is to hold this Labour Government and politicians to account who have promised us for years and decades that they are going to create the green jobs that our people need.  Thank you, Congress.  (Applause)  
The President:   Thank you, Gary.  I call Unite. 

Paul Rounding (Unite) spoke in support of the composite motion. 

He said:  Congress, I am from the Utilities sector from Driffield, East Yorkshire, the green county.  Off our coast we have the largest off-shore windfarm in the world bringing many jobs to our area.  

I am here to support composite 18, with a reservation on behalf of the Unite union.  We all want to end global warming and a greener planet for our children, including our oil and gas members.  But it is vital that as trade unions we are clear how we want to get there.   This week we have already agreed on our policy of workers’ transition for the North Sea.  A green transition must not and cannot be jobless transition.   Workers must be at the heart of all transitions, so we cannot allow any workers’ transitions to create the coal miners of our generation.    Workers must ensure that their transition and any work, within the climate and justice groups, must be agreed by separate unions in line with their policies.  
The General Council has now made it clear in its reservations to this composite.  Transitions should be developed in advance of decisions that impact on jobs and energy-intensive industries as we agreed.  A rapid transition must be based on jobs.  As trade unionists we must make policy that impacts the jobs of our members without them leading it.  I think there is a principle that all trade unions should be able to get behind.  

Congress, our job as a TUC is to protect workers.   We need a transition but it must be a workers’ transition.   Thank you.  (Applause)  

The President:    Thank you.  I call Prospect. 

Mike Clancy (Prospect) spoke in support of the composite. 

He said:  Congress, are we to understand that Prospect embodies a major dilemma in this motion?   We represent people who have great expertise in climate science and in climate change.  Therefore, climate change is laid out in the first part of the motion.  

Congress, words matter when we are debating these issues, and whilst we have every respect for UNISON in moving this motion, we have also to abstain and we don’t do it lightly.  Because if words matter, there are words in this composite that we should all think about the consequences of.  Lots of you have a policy on public ownership.  We don’t share some of those policies but we understand why they are there.  But when you mention Broadband, do you really mean the nationalisation of OpenReach?  Do you actually mean the consequence that that would bring for a major multi-national company which employs thousands of members?   
We have heard about the National Climate Service on more than one occasion.  That could be a lot more jobs for Prospect-type members, but what is it actually going to do?  What is the reality of a plan to avoid deindustrialisation, or actually avoid processes which have actually accelerated the industrialisation?   You have heard from Gary today about the desperate days and weeks ahead for so many communities around this country, but there is more in terms of future build and future infrastructure.  

That then brings me to mandatory environmental impact assessments on all proposals and decisions.  What does that mean?  Who is going to conduct the assessments?  We represent most of the regulators in this country.  Think about the impact, the uncertainty that this brings to potential inward investment or investment in this country.   This is what can inadvertently accelerate the problems that our Unite colleague talked about.    We recognise that climate change is real and we recognise our members’ interests in ensuring that we address many of the sentiments here, but again with regret – I think as a union community we have to do this better in future –we also have to abstain on this motion.  (Applause)  

The President:  Thank you.  I call UCU.
Dr Jo Grady (University and College Union) spoke in support of Composite 18.  

She said:  President and Congress, getting this composite to the floor has taken weeks of work, so well done to all involved.  UCU’s amendment hasn’t made it to the final draft, but it is important that we talk about the dire environmental consequences of warming, and why the Government must taper defence spending as proliferation with a just transition into climate jobs for affected workers.    Why?  Of course, we are sympathetic to the concerns raised by our colleagues in the sectors employed in these industries.  They should not be the victims of government failure, but the need for a just transition is abundant. 
Climate change and, as we have just heard from the Ambassador, the dire consequences of war are already having disastrous consequences.  Money is poured into spending on weapons which fuel war, genocide, divide our fire and ultimately weaken our movement.  They also degrade our planet.   Every single penny of investment in the arms industry is money that could be put to better use.  We could see an end to the iniquitous two-child capo and the creation of green industries and jobs.  But instead of being used for good, we see that money being used to harm and destroy.  There could not be a more horrifying wake-up call than the genocide in Gaza.  We see the horror of these crimes every time we scroll our phones.  It would be a historic stain on our movement if we continue to support building more weapons used to unleash hell on earth in Palestine.  

Our path must not be the victims of an austerity-triggered approach to decarbonisation, of course not, but they cannot also be the victims of war and its environmental consequences.  Our movement must demand everything; a tapering of defence spending and a just transition to green jobs.   Support the composite, but this crucial debate is not going away.  Thank you.  (Applause)  

The President:   I will now put Composite 18 to the vote.  Will all those in favour, please show?  Will all those against, please show?   Do you want to show abstentions?  That is carried.

Composite 18 was CARRIED.

The President:  We will now move on to the emergency motions.  My intention is, in general, not to take additional speakers unless there is a direct industrial reason to do so. We will start with Emergency Motion 2: Violence Against Women & Girls.  The General Council supports the motion, to be moved by BDA and seconded by the Bakers, Food and Allied Workers Union. 

Violence Against Women & Girls

Annette Mansell-Green (British Dietetic Association) moved Emergency Motion 2.

She said:  Congress, in July the National Police Chiefs Council promised a report on violence against women and girls.  In doing so, they finally described that this is a national emergency.  I know you are all familiar with the figures.  One woman is killed by a man every three days in the UK.  The police’s own estimate, which is an underestimation that they acknowledge, is that two million a year are victims of male violence.  The analysis contained within the report shows that one-in-six homicides in England and Wales are linked to domestic abuse, or that is one hundred out of the 590 homicides in the year to March 2023.   Twenty per cent of all police recorded crimes – more than one million a year – count as violence against women and girls.  These include sexual assault, stalking, harassment, domestic violence and controlling and coercive behaviour.  Alarmingly, these crimes are increasing with perpetrators getting younger.  
The NPCC know, and we know, that the real number of victims is much higher due to under reporting.  Mysogyny is inherent to some of the ways of working behind these crimes, with online and internet influences, such as Andrew Tate, normalising sexual violence and young boys growing up with the idea that it is part of the normal sexual relationship.   The justice system is failing women with long delays in cases getting through to the court system, and the failings of the Police Service themselves are well known.  Wayne Cousins, the serving police officer found guilty of the rape and murder of Sarah Everard, had previously been investigated for indecent exposure, but he was allowed to continue to serve.  It is encouraging, though, to see that the police are now saying that violence against women and girls should be treated as seriously – get this – as terrorism and they are trying to work to improve their approach.  

Keir Starmer has also promised to halve violence against women and girls within a decade.  That’s great, but this is a national emergency now, comrades.  The NPCC report shines a light on an issue that we have been discussing for as long as I can remember.  Congress, we know that violence against women is all about power, the assertion of power over women by men, and this assertion manifests in the home, at work and in society.  Congress, where there is conflict and war also, women fleeing violence and poverty are trafficked to the UK and put to work in the sex trade.  They can’t and don’t come forward for fear of deportation.  They are the victims of violence, too, and deserve our support to escape this abuse.  

What this motion calls for is a set of measures to make a difference for women, monitoring of the radicalised forms of sexual violence and harassment suffered by black women needs dedicated action including access to justice for all victims of rape.  This is an extreme form of the oppression of women which is mainly caused by sexist and misogynistic ideology.   Violence against women and girls can no longer be considered a social norm and must be eradicated.  Thank you.  Please support.  (Applause)  
The President:   Thank you.  I call the Bakers, Food and Allied Workers Union.

Sarah Woolley (Bakers, Food and Allied Workers Union) seconded Emergency Motion 2. 

She said:  President and Congress, I want to thank the BDA for bringing this motion forward.  This motion recognises the urgent need to address the national emergency of violence against women as highlighted by the NPCC report.  The figures, staggering as they are, show two million women affected each year.  As we know, that is only the tip of the iceberg, with many cases going unreported due to fear, shame or systemic barriers that prevent women from coming forward.    The violence we are discussing is not only physical but it is an expression of deep-rooted societal oppression and by sexist and misogynistic ideologies.    Women are subjected to these attacks because our society continues to marginalise and devalue us.  While this violence impacts all women, it does not affect all women equally.  This is why an intersexual approach is absolutely necessary.  Black women, migrant women, disabled women and LGBT+ women experience violence and harassment in unique ways intensified by their sexual identities.  For example, as I mentioned, the fear of deportation for immigration offences force silence by many migrant women from reporting abuse.    
As we call for improved monitoring of domestic violence and sexual harassment, let’s ensure that this includes specific forms of violence experienced by marginalised women.   We cannot solve the issue of violence against women but we all know how race, class, sexuality, immigration status and other identities intersect to show the ways in which women experience harm.    It must also extend to the solutions we propose to.  We need a statutory code of practice that protects all women in work, especially those in precarious job sectors which we have spoken a lot about at this Congress.   We need justice for all survivors and this must include access to support systems that migrant women need without the threat of immigration hanging over their heads.  A fully-funded support service must be available to every woman fleeing violence regardless of their background.   Violence against women is not only a women’s issue but it is a societal issue.  By campaigning to dismantle the culture of economic and social norms that perpetuate this violence and doing so through an intersexual violence, we are ensuring that we will eradicate the real causes of violence against all women and girls. Please support.  (Applause)    

The President:  Thank you.  I will come to the vote on Emergency Motion 2.  Will all those in favour, please show?  All those against, please show?  Thank you.  That carries. 

Emergency Motion 2 was CARRIED.

The President:  I now call Emergency Motion 3:  Stop the escalation of war in the Middle East.  The General Council supports the motion.  I will call on Liz Snape to explain the position of the General Council, the motion to be moved by UCU and seconded by RMT. 

Stop the escalation of war in the Middle East

Liz Snape (General Council):  Thank you, President.  The General Council is supporting the motion with the following explanation.  This motion calls for an end to the escalation of war in the Middle East.  The TUC unequivocally condemns the attack by Hamas on 7th October 2023 and calls for the release of all hostages unharmed.    We also call for an immediate and permanent ceasefire and respect for international law.  The motion refers to the activities of the UK intelligence agencies.  While there have been reports of British intelligence activities in Israel, we do not have evidence of the nature of this activity.  
The motion also uses the term “genocide”.  The General Council recognises the findings of the International Court of Justice that at least some of the rights claimed by South Africa in its case relating to genocide in Gaza and which it is seeking protection of clause 4.  It also calls on Congress to oppose attempts to escalate this war and to demand an immediate ceasefire in the Middle East, supported by a UK-wide workplace day of action.  This workplace day of action should be developed with recognised trade unions and must respect all workers in all sectors.  Thank you.  

(Applause)  
The President:   Thank you, Liz.  I call UCU to move.

Sean Vernell (University and College Union) moved Emergency Motion 3.

He said:  Thank you, President.  I thank the General Council for its statement.  This motion follows very much from the passionate and moving debate on Palestine only a short while ago, but we have tried to put it into a wider framework of concerns about the escalating war inside the Middle East.  When you think about the chilling words of the last Government in the run-up to the election, when people like Sunak continuously talked about “We are in a pre-war situation”.  He talked about how we must be on a war footing, clearly banging the war drum, with the war mongers continuing to invest in increased arms expenditure.  We live in a very, very dangerous world.   The idea that a third world war is something which is not out of the realms of possibility when we look around the different conflicts in the globe today.   
What triggers a world war?    The First World War was triggered by the assassination of Arch Duke Ferdinand.  It wasn’t the cause but it was part of a wider tension that took place in a period of history which allowed a war to take place.   It is an intention to achieve global power, vying for global, political and economic dominance in this area.   So when we look at the Middle East today the parties, from the very beginning of this war, have tried to increase and pull in those major powers to increase the wars.   So the attacks on Iran, the attacks on Syria, the attacks on Lebanon, with the killings and murders, they are precisely designed to try and provoke and increase the likelihood of bringing in the United States who clearly are supporting those wars, both in terms of military aid but also in terms of intelligence and the like.  Therefore, for us, that wider war is something we have an interest to try and prevent with all our power which we have to try and do so.    
We have shown what we think, when we think about the 18 UK-wide demonstrations we have heard about today, the millions of people who have taken to the streets, the thousands of people who have demonstrated at local protests, the millions of people participating in one of the greatest mass movements of our age, that shows the potential of our power, not only to call for a ceasefire but also to ensure that we bring about a more peaceful and just world.  Therefore, on 10th October, the sixth workplace day of action, we will be calling for and demanding that a ceasefire takes place.  These calls have been called by Stop the War, the Palestinian Solidarity Campaign and also CND.  Those organisations have clearly stated what it is for.  Hundreds of workers have protested outside of their workplaces, baking cakes, setting up stalls and anything which is trying to demonstrate where we have the power that workers are trying to make it clear that they are opposed to the genocide that is taking place inside Gaza and against an escalation.    So this motion calls upon this Congress to support that and do what you can, but we need to do more.    We need to get those trade union banners on our demonstrations and try to do something inside our workplaces.  Hopefully, Congress, you will support this emergency motion because, at the end of the day, when you think about wars, what are wars in the end?   Wars are fought by the poor and unemployed of one country to kill and maim the poor and unemployed of another country.    We have no interest as a movement to participate in those things.   The core of what the working-class movement is about is about justice and peace.  Internationalism starts with that.    Hopefully, you will support this.  Solidarity!   (Applause)  
The President:  Thank you.  I call the RMT to second. 

Alex Gordon (National Union of Rail, Maritime and Transport Workers) seconded the emergency motion.  

He said:  President and delegates, RMT seconds and welcomes the UCU’s emergency motion: Stop the escalation of war in the Middle East.  If anything meets the definition “emergency”, this does.    RMT also welcomes the General Council’s Statement in support for this emergency motion. 

Israel’s bombing of Beirut’s civilian neighbourhood on 30th July killed three people, a Hezbollah commander and two children, wounding 74 others.    On Sunday, 8th September, as we gathered here in Brighton, Israeli missile strikes killed at least 18 people in central Syria and wounded 40 others, according to Syria’s Health Ministry.    On 31st July, Hamas’s chief negotiator, Ishmail Panir, Israel’s interlocutor in negotiations for the release of Israeli hostages in Gaza, was assassinated by a bomb in Tehran.  Israel did not claim responsibility but the world can read between the lines.  These and other military strikes on the sovereign territory of Israel’s neighbours and other countries in the Middle East region are part of a deliberate strategy of escalation of this military conflict, articulated brazenly by Israel’s Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu.  Netanyahu’s strategy is not a strategy of brinkmanship or a game of chicken.  It is not an attempt to get Israel’s hostages back from Gaza, but it is a deliberate strategy of escalation intended to bring about a wide war in the entire Middle East region between a nuclear-armed Israel, its powerful military supporters in the US, France, Germany and Britain, and countries in the region, including but not limited to Syria, Lebanon and a nuclear-armed Iran.  Britain is at the centre of this strategy through its RAF base at  Akrotiri on the island of Cyprus from where surveillance flights are launched over Gaza and the Middle East region.  
Congress, over 21 years ago under the then Labour government, this country embarked on an illegal war in Iraq under the leadership of a US President.  Delegates, let’s make it absolutely clear from this Congress to our new Labour Government that in 2024 in Brighton, in the words of The Who, we won’t get fooled again.   Congress, condemn the bombing of civilian neighbourhoods in Beirut, the attacks on Syria and Iranian territory, oppose the Israeli government’s strategy to escalate the war, demand a ceasefire now and let’s support the call for a UK-wide workplace day of action in support of an immediate ceasefire.  Our peace movement needs to know that it has our trade union support.  Please support.  (Applause)  

The President:  Thank you.  I put Emergency Motion 3 to the vote.  Will all those in favour, please show?   Thank you.  Will all those against, please show?  That carries. 

Emergency Motion 3 was CARRIED.

Make our railways accessible to all

The President:  I will now call Emergency Motion 4: Make our railways accessible to all.   The General Council supports the motion, to be moved by TSSA, seconded by Aslef and I will call RMT to speak in the debate.  TSSA, please. 

Maryam Eslandoust (Transport Salaried Staffs’ Association)  moved Emergency Motion 4.  

She said:   Congress, our emergency motion calls for action to address the lack of accessibility  on our railways.    This motion is borne out of a profound failure in our transport system to provide assistance to passengers with disabilities, a failure that was vividly illustrated by the recent experience of Paralympian Baroness Tammy Ray Thompson on an LNER train.   On 31st August Baroness Ray Thompson tweeted about her degrading experience with getting on a train.  There was no one available to assist her.  As a result, she was forced to crawl onto the train herself, a situation that is both unacceptable and disgraceful.    Congress, there are some who would like to make this an attack on transport staff but, as a union representing workers on the railway, we want to make it clear that this emergency motion is about calling out a serious and systematic lapse in our public transport network’s commitment to accessibility and safety for passengers and workers.  
Baroness Ray Thompson’s experience is symbolic of the wider under-investment in our rail infrastructure  that is failing disabled people across the country day in and day out.    So many of our trains and stations, plus our workplaces, currently lack reasonable access.  So many of our trains do not comply with the Disability Discrimination Act 2005, which requires full accessibility by 2020.    We are four years past that deadline yet here we stand watching train operating companies fail to meet even the basic requirements of equality and fairness.   We must ask ourselves: what kind of society do we want to live in?   Do we accept a society where Paralympians are reduced to crawling on trains?  Or do we want a society where every single person uses public transport with dignity and safety?    

Congress, we are asking you to support our emergency motion.  Firstly, we call on the Government to develop a comprehensive strategy for investment in our railway infrastructure – it is not good enough – and that too many of our stations lack even the basic requirements for accessibility.   Secondly, we need to keep those ticket offices open and staffed.  (Applause)   Disabled passengers deserve nothing less.  Finally, we need a clear action plan to ensure that our railway staff are appropriately trained to assist disabled passengers.  Congress, we are not simply calling for your votes to support this motion, but we are calling for a commitment to fairness, equality and accessibility to make our railways a symbol of our collective values, not a symbol of exclusion.  The Government have, rightly, embarked on an agenda of democratising our transport network with a programme of public ownership.  Now, here today, we are voting to demand that that means ownership for everyone.  Thank you.  (Applause) 

The President:  I call Aslef to second. 

Kerry Waters (Associated Society of Locomotive Engineers and Firemen)  seconded Emergency Motion 4.  

He said:  Congress, I am seconding this important motion.  I am a train driver and I am proud to be part of the railway family.  I am proud to be part of a union that cares about growing our railway for the benefit of every community in this country.  But sadly in 2024 we are still having to fight for an accessible railway.    An accessible railway gives disabled passengers dignity and control over their own lives who simply wouldn’t be able to get around without public transport.   I want to take passengers to their jobs, their appointments, birthday parties, nights out, wherever.   I want them to have a great journey, but more importantly I want them to have a journey because for too many people, due to the lack of an accessible railway, many have just decided simply not to travel by train.   

When the Tory government and train operating companies were threatening to close ticket offices, a crucial service providing support for everyone using the railway, we stood shoulder to shoulder with our comrades in the TSSA and the RMT.  We fought and we won.  It is essential that we invest properly in an accessible railway.  We want to see lighted stations and support for everyone who needs it so everyone can take a train.  The railways are vital to the future of our planet and for opportunities the economy.  Please support.    (Applause) 
The President:  Thank you.  I call on the RMT.
Kieran  Offlands (National Union of Rail, Maritime and Transport Workers) spoke in support of Emergency Motion 4. 

He said:  Congress, I’m a first-time delegate and a first-time speaker.  (Applause)  As a railway worker part of my job is to ensure that disabled passengers can travel as safely and smoothly as possible on our network, and that is one of my core responsibilities.   Unfortunately, as Baroness Ray Thompson’s recent experience illustrates, we need to go further to remove the barriers towards disabled passengers.  
As a member of station staff, including railway operators, please think on this for a moment.  A disabled passenger was transferred from one of our services to a service of another operator.  As usual, I would contact the destination station, which in this case was 10 minutes down the line.   I rang and there was no answer.  I tried again and still no answer.  I contacted that operator’s control centre.  I was told that the destination station had no staff, the ticket office was closed and there was nobody able to assist.   Their solution was to assist the passenger by going up the line to another station, less than three minutes away, take a bus service lasting 30 minutes in the opposite direction and from there they could get a taxi taking 30 minutes to their destination.   So a journey that should have lasted less than 10 minutes could potentially have taken over an hour.  This is the reality on our national railways.   
The RMT welcomes the emergency motion drawing the attention of Baroness Ray Thompson’s recent experience, but let’s not forget that this can often be a regular occurrence on our national railways where staff levels are not maintained, where base shifts are deliberately not covered and where infrastructure is not properly invested in.   This was a deliberate instruction by the previous government, deliberately limiting investment, particularly in access, from the train station entrances, reducing staff levels and trying to close ticket offices.    

I would like to thank every colleague in the room and beyond who has supported my union, the RMT, in ensuring that our ticket offices stay open for the foreseeable future.  (Applause)  The new Labour Government has the opportunity to fulfil the actions in this resolution, building a great British railway that is staff appropriately, that is safe and, more importantly, is reliable to work and ensure that Britain gets moving.  Please support this emergency motion.  (Applause)  

The President:  Thank you.  I move to the vote on Emergency Motion 4.  Will all those in favour, please show?  Will all those against, please show?  That carries. 

Emergency Motion 4 was CARRIED.

The President:  Congress, could I draw your attention to Appendix 3 from page 72 of the General Council Report, which is the TUC Accounts.  Does Congress accept the accounts as set out in Appendix 3?    (Agreed)  Thank you.   

I now ask Congress to adopt the General Council Report.  Is that agreed?  (Agreed)  Delegates, that completes the formal business of Congress.  Before I move to the vote of thanks, can I pay tribute to Kai Bangmolahn, who has campaigned tirelessly for justice with his wife, Nicole, for their son, who died following a toxic gas leak in 2014.  (Applause)   Kai has been at Congress all week and I know that many of you will be familiar with the campaign.  We all wish you well in your efforts, Kai, to seek justice.  
Today also marks the anniversary of 9/11 when many thousands of people died.  It is also the case that thousands of public sector workers showed how important they were as they responded to the events of that day and of its aftermath.  I ask you to pay tribute to them again today.  (Applause)  

Vote of Thanks

The President:  I wish to make a number of vote of thanks to those who have contributed to the smooth running of Congress.  They will be brief because of the time, but they are sincere and heartfelt.  I would like to start by thanking Maria Exall for her role of Vice President and other General Council members.  (Applause)  
I would like to move a vote of thanks to the staff at the Brighton Centre for everything they have done to ensure that Congress has run smoothly.  (Applause)  Also to the stewards for their assistance throughout the week.  (Applause)    I would also like to thank the verbatim reporters, the tellers, the stage crew, QED and the musicians who have worked so hard throughout the Congress.   I am sure that these vote of thanks are agreed.  

Congress, it is time to say farewell to colleagues leaving the General Council.  Retiring from the General Council are Mark Serwotka of PCS and Susanne Tyler of the RCM.   Also leaving the General Council are Michelle Codlington-Rogers from NASUWT and Lee Sweeney from the NEU.  They will all be greatly missed.  (Applause)  
I am sure that Congress will want to show its appreciation for the contribution and commitment to all colleagues leaving the General Council.  (Applause)  

Finally, I can now announce that the next President of the TUC, who takes office from the close of Congress, is Mark Dickinson of Nautilus International.  (Applause)  I wish mark well and hope that he enjoys his year as President as much as I have.  

The General Secretary:  I now call on Jo Grady to move the Vote of Thanks to the President.  

Jo Grady (General Council):  Congress, it is a real honour to have been asked to give a short vote of thanks to our President, Matt Wrack.  Throughout the year Matt has been a brilliant President of the TUC and I think you will all agree that we have seen that demonstrated in the way that he has guided us through the hectic business of our annual congress.   (Applause)   Fellow General Council members will know that Matt likes to exert a certain degree of discipline whilst chairing our meetings, not just making sure that we stick to time but that we don’t use inappropriate language.  Some amongst us, such as Claire Sullivan, have found hard, but not me, obviously.   I think that is a demonstration of how seriously and in how high regard Matt has taken the privilege and role of President.  I do think that that sets very high standards. 

Matt has ensured that not only have we got through the business of Congress but that we have done so in a collegiate and collaborative way that has showcased the very best of what we have done.   Debating the issues that are key to our members, emphasising our successes for working people and demonstrating our real solidarity internationally and here at home.    In addition, for Matt to have been able to undertake this role just a few days after the damning Grenfell report came out, a report in which the FBU and Matt personally played such an influential role.  (Applause)  
Matt, you have not just been a great Chair of Congress and a great President, but you will always be a great comrade, too.  Thank you very much for your whole Presidency.  I move.  (Applause)  
The President:  Thank you very much for that, Jo.  Congress, thank you for all of your support this week and thank you for everything you do for our movement and for being part of the trade union family.  

I declare the 156th Congress closed.  

                          ……………………………………………………………..
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