Friday 11 June 2021

ACTU/TUC joint statement on proposed UK/Aus FTA

The UK and Australian Government are set to announce an in-principle agreement at the G7 summit
this weekend on the UK-Australia Free Trade Agreement that has been negotiated in secret for almost a
year.

Workers have been kept in the dark throughout the negotiations, with trade unions not consulted about
the text of the agreement and its impact on workers. There has been no independent economic
modelling to demonstrate that the Agreement will create good jobs in each country.

The Trade Unions Congress (TUC) and the Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU) released a joint
statement in September 20201 outlining the expectations of workers in both countries about the
content of a free trade agreement.

Yet, information available about the negotiations indicates it is failing to meet the goals set out by the
unions at the start of negotiations.

The ACTU and TUC call on the Australian and UK Governments to immediately engage with trade unions
to address our concerns about the trade negotiations.

There are threats that the UK-Australia trade deal may:

* include Investor-State Dispute Settlement (ISDS), which gives multinational corporations special
rights to sue governments over actions that threaten their profits which could including
renationalising public services or introducing new workers’ rights

* not contain measures to adequately enforce and protect labour rights;

* not contain safeguards to allow governments to maintain skills testing requirements for
industries and professions and domestic labour market testing processes:

* contain a ‘youth mobility scheme’ that does not have adequate measures to ensure the rights of
young migrant workers are respected;

* not protect public services from being locked into privatisation;

* not adequately protect the right of our governments to regulate in the public interest;

+ not protect the ability of our governments to regulate the digital economy and guarantee
protections for personal data.

1 https://www.tuc.org.uk/sites/default/files/2020-09/ACTU NZCTU TUC Statement UK Trade Talks p3.pdf




