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Employment and unemployment

The most recent labour market statistics cover
July to September, when there were 29,069,000
people in employment. This figure was 197,000
lower in than it had been in April to June, the
biggest quarter on quarter fall since July 2009.

This was the second month running when the
quarter-on-quarter fall was over 100,000, the
first time this has happened since July 2009.

Unemployment, on the International Labour
Organisation measure, rose by 129,000 on the
quarter to reach 2,622,000. This was the second
month running when the quarter-on-quarter
increase was more than 100,000, the first time
this has happened since July 2009.

A pattern of rising unemployment and falling
employment now seems to have been firmly

established:
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The claimant count measure of people claiming
Jobseeker's Allowance reached 1,598,400 in
October an increase of 5,300 from the September
figure.

Regional variations

The pattern of labour market change has been
very different in different regions and nations.
The table shows changes since July — September
2010:

Change in Change in

unemployment | employment

rate rate

Scotland -0.5 0.5
East Midlands 0.0 1.1
South East 0.0 -1
West Midlands 0.1 -1.4
Northern Ireland 0.3 1.3
East of England 0.4 0.2
North West 0.5 -0.5
London 0.8 -1.1
South West 1.1 -0.8
Yorkshire & Humber 1.2 -0.8
Wales 1.3 0.4
North East 2.6 2.9

Only Scotland has seen a significant positive shift
in both employment and unemployment, but
Northern Ireland, Wales and two English regions
have seen increases in employment. There have
been large falls in employment and increases in
unemployment in the North West, London, the
South West, Yorkshire and Humberside and the
North East.

Young people

The number of young unemployed people passed
the one million mark for the first time since the
1980s, rising 66,000 to 1,016,000. 13.9 per cent
of all under-25s are now unemployed, the highest
proportion since the current series of statistics
began in 1992.
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259,000 young people have been unemployed for
over a year: 3.5 per cent of all under 25s. The last
time this proportion was higher was in July —
September 1994.

Women

Until 2010, the number of unemployed women
rose over one million only once, for one month in
1993. The latest figures saw the 15™ successive
month in which women’s unemployment was
over that level and the new figure — 1,090,000 —
was the highest since the current statistics began
in 1992,

The unemployment rate for women is now 7.5
per cent, the highest rate since March — May
1994.

305,000 women have been unemployed for over
a year, the highest figure since July — September
1994. This accounts for 1.2 per cent of all women
aged 16 and over; the last time this figure was
higher was in February — April 1995.

Vacancies

The provisional vacancy figures for August —
October stood at 462,000. This represented a
7,000 rise on the quarter, but a 2,000 decline
from last month’s figures. In July — September,
there were 5.7 unemployed people for every job
vacancy, up from 5.4 in April - June; the latest
figure is the highest since October 2009, just after
the end of the recession.

‘Atypical’ work

There was another increase in the proportion of
part-time and temporary workers who are
involuntary. The proportion of temporary
workers doing such jobs because they could not
find permanent jobs rose from 37.4 to 38.6 per
cent. 35.6 per cent of women in temporary work
are in this position, the highest percentage since
April — June 1996.

The proportion of part-time workers who said
they could not find full-time jobs rose from 16.3
to 16.5 per cent. Men in part-time work are
normally more likely than women to say they had
no alternative. This continues to be true, but the
proportion of women in involuntary part-time
work has been rising since 2004. 12.3 per cent of
women part-time workers are now involuntary,

the highest proportion since the current data
series began in 1992.

We noted at the start of this Report that
employment fell by 197,000 on the quarter. The
fall would have been even larger — 305,000 — if
there had not been a 100,000 increase in self-
employment. This is the second quarter in
succession in which self-employment has grown:

Employment and Self-employment
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Average earnings growth and pay settlements

For the third month in succession, average weekly
earnings (total pay) were exactly the same as the
previous month: £463. The average annual
increase fell from 2.7 to 2.3 per cent (three month
average). This figure was higher than it would
have been because of large increases in bonuses,

which were up 20.0 per cent overall and 21.7 per
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