Evening Chronicle in Newcastle - Children and the jobless in some of Tyneside’s most needy
neighbourhoods are being targeted for cuts. Councils across Tyneside have been told they will have to
hand back cash for deprived areas, some of which was meant to help children living in some of the
UK’s most hard hit neighbourhoods.

The Leader of the Lib- Dem controlled Newcastle City Council in response to the decision to cut the
share of Area Based Grants has sent a letter to the Secretary of State for Education, saying that it
would be “extremely difficult” to achieve savings within the next 10 months, and called for the
Government to think again about the “critical issue for children in very deprived areas.”

He added: “The grant does give much needed extra resources to help children in the most deprived
areas of the country. We are facing an awful situation here. The Conservatives may say they are not
cutting the core money for schools but these area based grants are often used to top up school
budgets, especially in poorer areas or for special needs schools.”

North West Evening Mail - More than £4m is being slashed from funding across Cumbria as part of
government cuts. More than £3.1m of the money being axed in the county’s budget was ring-fenced
for specific education projects which can include teaching standards, improving attendance and
tackling teenage pregnancies.

Cumbria County Council’s deputy leader said “I’'m very disappointed £3.1 m is being taken out of the
education budget, as we had been led to believe education had been protected so we will have to work
our way through that. We have already lost the free school meals pilot. We are led to believe we will
find out about the BSF money on June 22 in the Budget.”

Children and Young People Now - Children’s services leaders have been left to agonise over where the
axe should fall after the Department for Education confirmed councils must distribute the £311m cuts
to the overall area-based grant, leaving schools support and Connexions at risk.

Westminster Council in London is facing a 1.5m cut from the DfE Area Based Grant. Councillor Paul
Dimoldenberg, leader of the Labour Group in Westminster, said his authority could not afford to lose
£1.5m without damaging frontline services. “The (government) said these initial cuts would be about
reducing waste” he said. “But now we find they have targeted children for the most savage cuts.”

BBC News Leicester - Frontline services will be hit as the authority looks to make £9.9m of budget
savings, one grant for children and young people’s services looks set to be cut by £2.6m (24 %
reduction).

Leicestershire County Council leader David Parsons said: "I want to be honest with the people of
Leicestershire. These cuts to direct grants are much more than we had expected and will undoubtedly
hit frontline services.”

Rochdale Observer - Rochdale Council is to be hit by more than £3.3m of government cuts. Children
and Young People’s services will bear the brunt of the cutbacks, according to figures obtained by
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Rochdale MP Simon Danczuk. The cuts will see more than £601,000 slashed from school transport,
over £237,000 from youth activities and local youth clubs, £41,280 from programmes to cut teenage
pregnancy and £301,685.28 from funding to help improve standards in under-performing schools.

He added: “These are short-sighted cuts. It will save nothing in the long run if teenage pregnancy
rises, young people who have fewer things to do after school get drawn into crime or anti-social
behaviour, and more vulnerable young people are left without the intensive support that could turn
their life around. Nick Clegg, leader of the Lib Dems and deputy Prime Minister, recently said that the
cuts would be ‘progressive.’ I don’t see anything progressive about vulnerable people in Rochdale
losing support to get to a job.....”

Children and Young People Now - North Yorkshire County Council is to slash its children and young
people’s budget by £14m over the next three years. Cynthia Welbourn, Children and Young People
Service Corporate Director, said: “Naturally, our priority is to protect frontline services as much as we
possibly can. Unfortunately, however, given the size of the savings, it will not be possible to protect
them completely.”

The proposals involve cutting the school transport budget by £1.6m, with children at faith schools
losing their entitlement to free transport and over-16s with special education needs facing charges.
The school music budget could be cut by £620,000 and the £1m a year subsidy for outdoor education
centres will be scrapped under the proposals. The youth service is facing cuts of £1.3m. Children’s
social care will see cuts of £1.2m.

Children and Young People - Hampshire County Council is to slash almost £25m from its children’s
services budget. According to a Council report, the savings will ‘offset’ government cuts and
increasing demand for services. The council’s area based grant from the department of Education has
already been reduced by £4.9m this year, and local officials are predicting that further cuts to grants
will leave children’s services almost £16m out of pocket next year. 25 jobs are to go in the youth
service team that delivers information, advice and guidance in schools and four jobs to go in the social
work team responsible for children with behavioural, emotional or social difficulties.

Children and Young People - The chief executive of the National Children’s Bureau (NCB) has
outlined the extent to which government cuts have impacted on its work this year. Speaking at the

annual Aspect conference, Sir Paul Ennals told delegates that much of the charity’s work around
promoting play and ant -
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